
    
 

 

 

 

 

A G E N D A 

 
1. Call to Order

 
2. Approval of Minutes:

• Minutes of the Park Commission Meeting held September 8, 2015 - minutes of the sept 9 park 
commission meeting
 

3. Public Comments
 

4. Discussion and Action Items:
• 2016 Memorial Projects

a)      Award of Memorial Brick Reconstruction/Rehabilitation - 2016 memorial brick improvments

b)      Plantings Update

 
• Award of 2016 Bandshell Improvements - 2016 bandshell improvements
• 2016 Park Rental Applications - 2016 park rental applications; wettengel park rental app 2016
• Update on All Abilities Playground

 
5. New Business:

 
6. Unfinished Business:

• Proposed Lake Michigan Viewing area - proposed lake michigan view area
 

7. Adjourn 

        

 

PUBLIC NOTICE

 
Upon reasonable notice, a good faith effort will be made to accommodate the needs of individuals to participate in public 

hearings, which have a qualifying disability under the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Requests should be made as far in 

advance as possible, preferably a minimum of 48 hours.  For additional information or to request this service, contact the St. 



Francis City Clerk at 481-2300 Extension #4305.  The meeting room is wheelchair accessible from the east and west entrances.

 

NOTE:  There is a potential that a quorum of the Common Council may be present.



MINUTES OF THE PARK COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD SEPTEMBER 9, 2015 6:30PM 

 

Present:  Chairman Alderman Steve Wattawa, Sue Garcia, Lynn Sobye, Vivian Roe and Jill Doran. 

Also present:  Senior Engineering Technician Rob Newell 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6:33pm by Chairman Wattawa. 

 

2. Approval of Minutes 

A motion was made by Commissioner Doran, seconded by Commissioner Roe to approve the minutes of 

the August 25, 2015 meeting.  Motion carried. 

 

3. Discussion and Action Items: 

A. Proposed Improvements for Memorial 

Alderman Wattawa discussed that no additional bids were received for the removal and replacement of the 

brick work, but that there were two bids received for the replacement shrubs.  Commissioner Roe asked 

Alderman Wattawa if the bids differentiated the prices between 5 gallon and 3 gallon pot sizes of the 

“Gold” Junipers.  Alderman Wattawa relayed the prices from the quotes he received but mentioned that the 

“Gold” Juniper of the 5 gallon pots was the not the exact same variety of “Gold” Juniper as those of the 3 

gallon pots, but stated the difference was about 5 dollars increase for the 5 gallon sizes over the 3 gallon 

sizes.  Commissioner Roe asked about the approximate timeline of the shrub replacement and Alderman 

Wattawa and Commissioner Doran both believed the timeline to be in flux until after the winter. 

 

B. 2016 Park Rental Policy 

Alderman Wattawa stated an explanation and summary of the Common Council’s decision to accept the 

fee and schedule recommendation of the Park Commission from the August 25, 2015 meeting.  Alderman 

Wattawa recommended seeing if the interest in Friday rentals was apparent by the next Park Commission 

meeting in 2016. Commissioner Roe stated she thought the only way to know was the wait and see for the 

time being. 

 

4. New Business 

Alderman Wattawa stated he thinks he might have an update on the status of the All Abilities Park by the 

next Park Commission Meeting by its supporters, including status of fundraising goals and timeline 

updates.  Commissioner Doran stated that if there was an update on the All Abilities Park they could better 

plan on helping with fundraising events in 2016 at various City-held events. 

 

5. Unfinished Business 

Alderman Wattawa stated that there had been no update on the statements by Alderman Klug from the 

August 25, 2015 Park Commission Meeting on the location of the lake viewing area near an easement 

adjacent to Park Shore. 

 

6. Adjourn 

A motion was made by Commissioner Roe, seconded by Commissioner Sobye to adjourn.  Motion carried. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:03 pm. 



 City of St. Francis     

3400 E. Howard Avenue ● St. Francis, WI 53235 ● (414) 481-2300 ● Fax: (414) 481-6483 

Melinda K. Dejewski, PE, City Engineer/Director of Public Works

March 3, 2016 

Honorable Park Commission 
City of St. Francis 

Subject:  Award of Memorial Brick Reconstruction/Rehabilitation 

Gentlepersons: 

The Memorial Committee received quotes in fall of 2015 for the reconstruction and rehabilitation of 2 
brick areas at the Memorial.  The Memorial Committee has requested a few more contractors to provide 
quotes for the work but none did so.  I had a meeting with the Memorial Committee representatives on 
February 18, 2016.  They stated that the Memorial Committee wants to move ahead with the work at the 
Memorial.  I contacted the low bidder – Advanced Landscape.  They will hold their 2015 price and are 
still interested in the work.  I therefore recommend that the Park Commission recommend to the Common 
Council to award the Memorial Brick Reconstruction/Rehabilitation contract to Advanced Landscape for 
an amount of $14,790.00.  Once a schedule is finalized, it can be determined if the Highway Department 
can assist with the removal of the brick which will reduce the cost. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melinda K. Dejewski, P.E. 
City Engineer/Director of Public Works 
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March 3, 2016 

 

 

Honorable Park Commission 

City of St. Francis 

 

Subject:  2016 Bandshell Improvements 

 

Gentlepersons: 

 

The City of St. Francis solicited proposals for the work on the stage of the bandshell which completes the 

renovations to the bandshell structure.  Proposals were sent to the two contractors who gave proposals for 

the 2015 work.  Only one returned a proposal.  The proposal to repair and refinish the band shell soffit 

(ceiling) and repair and refinish the arch glue-lam bean is $18,589.00 with an additional $480.00 for a 

performance bond which is required by the City for a total of $19,069.00.  The architect’s estimate was 

approximately $16,000 in 2014.  The proposal is not unreasonable for the work.  Given the issues the City 

has had in the past retaining contractors for work on this project and that the cost is reasonable, I therefore 

recommend that the Park Commission recommend to the Common Council to award the 2016 Bandshell 

Improvements contract to John Beres Builders, Inc. in an amount of $19,069.00.  This is the company 

who performed the work on the bandshell last year.  Their work was satisfactory. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 
 

Melinda K. Dejewski, P.E. 

City Engineer/Director of Public Works 

 

 































 City of St. Francis     

3400 E. Howard Avenue ● St. Francis, WI 53235 ● (414) 481-2300 ● Fax: (414) 481-6483 

Melinda K. Dejewski, PE, City Engineer/Director of Public Works

March 3, 2016 

Honorable Park Commission 
City of St. Francis 

Subject:  Proposed Lake Michigan Viewing Area 

Gentlepersons: 

The Board of Public Works reviewed this issue at the October 13, 2106 meeting.  The Board is 
recommending that the City not pursue this issue any further since there are benches along the bike path 
to the south and north of the area being proposed for a viewing area.  Attached are the minutes from the 
Board of Public Works meeting where this issue was discussed. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Melinda K. Dejewski, P.E. 
City Engineer/Director of Public Works 



CITY OF ST. FRANCIS 
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

MEETING HELD TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2015, 5:30PM 

Present: Alderperson Sue Bostedt, Alderman Mike McSweeney, Alderwoman Debbie Fliss Citizen Members 
Paul Pankowski, Shawn Feirer and Christine Hancock. 

Excused:  Citizen Member Kevin Keul. 

Also present:  City Engineer Melinda Dejewski, Janis Schandel, and Bruce Peacock of Park Shore. 

Alderwoman Bostedt called the meeting to order at 5:36pm. 

1. Public Comment. 
Ms. Janis Schandel - 4510 S Kansas Avenue 
Ms. Schandel stated that she had some concerns regarding the final inspection on S. Kansas Avenue but now 
understands the process after talking with the Engineering Department.  She and the Engineering Department 
are still scheduled to meet regarding her property. 

2. Minutes 
A motion was made by Alderman McSweeney, seconded by Alderwoman Fliss to approve the minutes of the 
September 8, 2015 meeting.  Motion carried. 

3. Discussion and Possible Action – Speeding Issue – E. Bolivar Avenue between S. Pennsylvania 
Avenue and S. Clement Avenue 
Alderwoman Bostedt stated she had received the email that was in the packet and thought that a stop sign 
could be installed at the westerly intersection of S. Iowa Avenue and E. Bolivar Avenue.  Alderwoman Fliss 
stated she is not in favor the stop signs.  There are roads all over where speeding occurs and really this issue is 
enforcement, not stop signs.  Former Chief Kaebisch often stated that the stop signs cause people to speed 
away or roll though and do not necessarily work.  Alderman McSweeney stated that according to the Police 
Chief, there are more patrols in the area now to try to slow traffic down.  Alderwoman Bostedt suggested that 
the area be monitored and reassessed in 2016.  Alderwoman Fliss stated she would contact the resident.  No 
action was taken on this item. 

4. Discussion and Possible Action – Stop Sign Request – E. Elizabeth Avenue and S. Kansas 
Avenue 
Alderwoman Bostedt stated she received the email in the packet regarding a stop sign at S. Kansas Avenue 
and E. Elizabeth Avenue.  Board Member Feirer stated that the stop sign will not fix the issue of speeding.  
They had to install speed bumps at his work place to slow people down.  Board Member Hancock questioned 
if this was a one person request.  Alderman McSweeney pointed out that the intersection is entirely in the City 
of Milwaukee.  Alderwoman Bostedt stated she would let the residents know that they need to contact the City 
of Milwaukee.  No action was taken on this item. 

5. Discussion and Possible Action – RA Smith Proposal for Inspection Service of S. Nevada Avenue 
Extension 
City Engineer Dejewski stated that she had received the proposal in the packet.  She had talked with RA Smith 
and by eliminating some of the items, they could reduce their cost.  A motion was made by Alderwoman Fliss, 
seconded by Alderman McSweeney to approve the service contract not to exceed $22,000.  Motion carried. 



6. Discussion and Possible Action – Proposed Overlook of Lake Michigan 
Alderwoman Bostedt stated that this issue started in the Park Commission with Alderman Klug making a 
request for an overlook of Lake Michigan.  Mr. Bruce Peacock, President of Park Shore Condominiums and 
Board Member of Waterfront Management shared his concerns regarding an overlook.  He stated that 
currently they have many problems with people trespassing and vandalizing their property.  He also stated that 
Stark is not a good neighbor since they do not cut their weeds.  He continued that there are already benches 
along the trail for people to use for viewing.  City Engineer Dejewski stated that her department was asked to 
find locations.  She is neither in favor or against an overlook.  Her department reviewed possible locations and 
found what seemed to be the most appropriate areas based upon grades and existing easements.  There was 
general discussion about the Oak Leaf trail and the availability of benches.  A motion was made by 
Alderwoman Fliss, seconded by Alderman McSweeney to recommend to the Park Commission to stop the 
investigation of a location of an overlook bench at this time.  Motion carried. 

7. Discussion and Possible Action – Trail System Funding 
City Engineer Dejewski reviewed her memo from the packet and requested that the Board recommend to the 
Council to utilize the garbage capital fund to gap in funding for the trail project since the funds need to be 
reallocated. A motion was made by Alderwoman Fliss, seconded by Alderman McSweeney to recommend to 
the Common Council to utilize the garbage capital fund to gap in funding for the trail project. 

8. Discussion and Possible Action – Diggers Hotline 
City Engineer Dejewski gave an overview of the issue and reviewed the memo in the packet with regards to 
the possible costs.  There was general discussion on how the system would work in the City.  The Board 
directed the City Engineer to investigate what the cost would be for a 3rd party service for emergencies and/or 
weekends only and bring the information back to a future meeting.  No action was taken on this item. 

9. Discussion and Possible Action – 2016 Public Works Budget 
City Engineer Dejewski gave an overview of the hours worked by each member of the Engineering and 
Building departments as had been requested.  There was general discussion on the tasks each employee 
performs.  No action was taken on this item. 

10. Engineer’s Report
City Engineer Dejewski reviewed the report.  Alderwoman Bostedt requested that the funding for the trail 
project be updated.  A motion was made by Alderwoman Fliss, seconded by Board Member Hancock to place 
the report as amended on file.  Motion carried. 

11. Unfinished Business 
 A. Trail System 

Alderwoman Bostedt stated that since the trail system was complete, the maintenance should be 
moved to the Park Commission.  A motion was made by Alderwoman Fliss, seconded by Board 
Member Feirer to move this item to the Park Commission.  Motion carried. 

 B. E. Layton Avenue Resurfacing Project 
There was discussion regarding a sign that is to be installed on E. Layton Avenue.  Administrator 
Rhode is in charge of that project so the questions were to be directed to him. 

 C. S. Troy Avenue Extension  

11. Adjourn
A motion was made by Alderwoman Fliss, seconded by Alderman McSweeney to adjourn.  Motion carried. 
Time 6:27p.m. 
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