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City of St. Francis 4th of July 2017 Celebration 

Milt Vretenar Memorial Park 

¶ 9:30 AM  - Judging of Bikes, Trikes, Wagons 

@ parade assembly point by                       

Miss St. Francis 

¶ 10:00 AM - Parade kick-off: Lipton &      

Howard Avenues 

¶ 10:30 AM - Ice Cream distribution at park   

entrance 

¶ 11:00 AM - Opening Ceremony,  Flag      

Raising, & Distribution of Parade Trophies 

¶ 11:30 PM - 4:00 PM - Games, Craft Barn, 

Inflatables, Petting Zoo (Ages 4-10) 

¶ 12:00 PM - Horseshoe sign-up @              

horseshoe pits 

¶ 1:00 PM - Horseshoe Tournament Begins 

¶ 1:30 PM - Dance Off @ the band shell  

¶ 5:30 - 9:00 PM Live music with 76 Juliet 

¶ 9:15 Fireworks! 

CONCESSONS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE DAY AT FAMILY AFFORDABLE PRICES 

Please leave your grills and coolers at home. 

PROCEEDS GO TOWARDS FUTURE 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATIONS 

ALL EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE CITY OF ST. FRANCIS & LOCAL BUSINESSES  

All times are approximate and subject to change. 



 

Dear Citizens of St. Francis:  

Summer is the time to άgrow a happy lifeέ in St. Francis.   Our 
pride and sense of community unifies us, and you are why St. 
Francis is a great place.    

From Music in the Park to Strategic Planning for Economic   
Development, we have some new efforts going on in St. Fran-
cis, so read on in this newsletter and absorb all that we have 
happening.  Officials and volunteers from your City are working 
on many projects to benefit your άhappy lifeέ in St. Francis.  

As a reminder, the contact information for our City Council 
members is listed for you to connect with them as needed.        
I have established office hours on Mondays (except 2nd          
Mondays) and Thursdays from 1:00-3:00 PM, so drop in and 
say hello!  Please call or text me for an appointment on days, 
weekends, or evenings.  I work part-time hours at my other job, 
and to accommodate my work as your Mayor I will always be 
available for your needs and willing to connect with you on any 
issue.   

Speaking of connecting with citizens: my MayorΩs Advisory 
Group meetings continue as an opportunity for informal      
discussion and listening sessions for citizens to get άrealέ news 
and relevant information in our Community.  Speakers such as 

our Police Chief, County Executive, State Representative, and 
local experts have been featured as guests.  Our next meeting 
is August 24th at Polonez, with special guest District Attorney, 
John Chisholm. I thank everyone who has attended and 
showed interest in learning more about our City, County, State, 
and surrounding needs and issues.  If you would like to be   
personally notified of upcoming meetings, please send me an 
email at mayor@stfranwi.org.  

To keep you in the loop on some other updates, I have put  
together some άnews and notesέ for this newsletter.  I hope 
they are helpful to you.  If you know anyone who is new to the 
City or if you are new to the City, let me know so we can get   
acquainted.  Recently, I have met some new St. Francis        
residents and it is wonderful to hear stories on how they came 
to our City.  

 

Have a wonderful summer and enjoy all the special moments 
of the season. 

Yours in St. Francis, 

Mayor CoryAnn St. Marie-Carls  

Mayor CoryAnn St. Marie-Carls presented άgolden keysέ to two new       
businesses in St. Francis:  Bird Ladder at 1800 E. Bolivar Avenue (top)       
and The Jeweler's Guild at 2408 E. St Francis Avenue (bottom).  
 
These new businesses have retail stores and a diversity of services.  
Stop in and say hello! 

 

MayorΩs Letter 

mailto:mayor@stfranwi.org


 

City/County Opioid/ Heroin Task Group  
Mayor St. Marie-Carls is a member of this 
newly formed task force appointed by the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Com-
mittee. The group recently had their third 
meeting and established many goals.  Re-
ports from the medical examiner report 
more overdoses than ever, and the Mayor 
is  working with Police Chief Dietrich and 
Fire Chief Poplar to strategize on how we 
can get ahead of this in St. Francis.  The 
term of the Committee has been extended 
to 2018 and will report back to all City and 
County officials.  More to come.   
 
Memorial Day 2017    
The 25th Anniversary Ceremony at the 
VeteranΩs Plaza was a wonderful success 
thanks to the dedication of the Memorial 
Committee. Howard Village brought      
resident WWII veterans, and our Police 
Honor Guard and Class άAέ uniformed men 
from our protective services added to the 
success of the event.  Memorial Chairman 
Richard Paradowski was honored for his 
service to the community and named as 
the first person to be added to a άLight of 
the Community Tributeέ display that will 
be put in the St. Francis Civic Center.  The 
display will be built this fall by St. Francis 
High School students, and will be a        
dedicated area to acknowledge people 
who embody our unique sense of Commu-
nity and pay tribute to the light they     
inspire in all of us.  
 
Police Reports and News Now Available 
SF Police Daily Activity Reports have been 
made available on the Police Department 
web page for the public to get timely       
information on incidents and arrests in our       
community.  You can find the link on the 
City website (http://stfranciswi.org/
index.aspx?NID=299) and also on the St. 
Francis Police DepartmentΩs Facebook 
page. 
 
Other Police Department News 
The St. Francis Police Department          
completed another successful Citizens 
Academy in May 2017, and they also 
brought back a Bike Rodeo in May to    
promote safety for the kids in our         
community. Special thanks to all who    
volunteered, including Alderwoman    

Schandel who collected free door prizes 
from area businesses, and Brownie Troop 
10780 who helped with hot dogs. The   
Department of Corrections recently issued 
a positive    inspection of our lockup facility 
here. Our new building has facilities that 
bring us up to full compliance.  Recent   
promotions in the Police Department    
include Captain Kevin Hunter, Lieutenant 
Timothy Blunt, and Sergeant Shane       
Czerniakowski.   
 
The former Arts Council made over $7,000 
in donations of benches, tables, and      
receptacles to Vretenar Park.  Many thanks 
to the Arts Council members for all you 
have done to make our park a special place   
today and in the future! 
 
Congratulations to our Fire Department for 
being a part of the Joint High Rise Training 
with Fire Departments from our county 
and region in April. Fire Chief Poplar      
coordinated this and we appreciate his 
efforts and those in our Department for 
participating in this cutting edge training.  
 
City is Seeking a new Assessor for 2018 
Associated Appraisal is contracted through 
2017.  The Finance Committee asked Staff 
to develop a request for proposal to obtain 
assessor services for the City of St. Francis 
beginning January 1st, 2018. 
 
Miss St. Francis 
Miss St. Francis and official City Ambassa-
dor, Kayla Knuth, visited the Common 
Council for her official visit prior to the 
Miss Wisconsin Competition on June 6th.   
The Council provided her with a resolution 
and the Mayor presented her the Golden 
Key award of recognition.  Kayla is the      
Daughter of Mary (George) Knuth, Miss St.  
Francis 1982. This is our first mother-
daughter pair. Congrats to the George 
Family!  
 
Economic Development Committee 
Congratulations to Associated Bank, who 
was selected by the Economic Develop-
ment Committee as Business of the Year 
for 2017.  The dinner will be held in       
September. The Economic Development 
Committee has traditionally worked      
with recognition of the Business of the 

Year project, but is working to expand  
business opportunities with the help of City 
Administrator Mark Johnsrud.  They will 
embark on assisting in developing leads for 
new business to St. Francis, in addition to 
recognizing current area  businesses.   
 
Civic Center User Survey  
The survey debuted in April and was availa-
ble in the Civic Center rotunda until May 
31st. Over 75 citizens and guests gave their 
opinions on our new facility, and web   
services. We received many comments on 
how satisfied everyone was with our front 
counter services.  Your comments received 
will help us to focus on areas important to 
you. Please call Mayor CoryAnn if you have  
input to add. 
 
Shop St. Francis  
Shop St. Francis returns for its 3rd year 
June 26th - July 2nd. Please join City      
Ambassador Miss St. Francis and Mayor 
CoryAnn as they spend the week doing 
business in St. Francis and showing support 
for the commerce in our City. Find a listing 
of special offers at participating businesses 
at www.saintfrancis53235.com. 
 
Lead Pipe Partnership 
The City has obtained grant funds to assist 
residents with the replacement of lead 
pipe water laterals.  Please donΩt hesitate 
to call if you have questions.  
 
Beautification Committee   
Scheduled meetings of the committee are 
now being set. Members of the beautifica-
tion committee, led by Carol Wojtecki and 
other volunteers, recently conducted a 
planting of beds and pots in our             
Community. New members have been  
added to this committee and meetings to 
discuss planning for the coming year will 
take place. If you are interested in         
volunteering, please contact Melinda    
Dejewski at (414) 481-2300. 

News & Notes 

http://www.saintfrancis53235.com


 

Strategic Planning Process:  Economic Development 
The process of a Strategic Planning initiative by the Common Council of the City of St. Francis focusing on Economic Development 
began with an announcement that appeared in the February 2017 City newsletter. The Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2015 
served as the baseline for this next step in City planning. 

A Strategic Planning meeting discussing economic development for St. Francis was held as a Committee of the Whole meeting at 
the St. Francis Civic Center March 27th; this was a meeting the public could observe, however, it was primarily a brainstorming 
meeting for the Council and staff. Over 20 Citizens and taxpayers in attendance observed the Council members work with a facilita-
tor, Steve Watson, to brainstorm on ideas for 18 areas   susceptible to change in the City of St. Francis.  These sites were selected 
for the session from the 49 sites identified as areas  susceptible to change in the City Comprehensive Plan adopted in 2015. 

City Administrator, Mark Johnsrud prepared a draft report after the initial brainstorming meeting. The Common Council met June 
6th as a Committee of the Whole to review the drafted plan and made changes and recommendations. 

The next step will involve citizens at a follow up session, or άcharretteέΣ to be scheduled September 14th, 2017. This session is 
meant to be an opportunity for the Council and citizens to collaborate on a joint vision moving forward towards a  completed Stra-
tegic Plan for economic development in our City. Call Mayor CoryAnn, members of the Council, or our City Administrator to get 
more details. 

The Common Council had two special          
presentations at their meeting June 6th.  They           

congratulated Miss St. Francis, Kayla Knuth and 
sent her best wishes for the Miss Wisconsin 

competition.  They also recognized students and 
teachers from Willow Glen 2nd grade class that 
worked with the Historical Society to create a 

new St. Francis City Guide to be available 
around the community. 

Milwaukee County Executive Chris Abele stopped for a photo with Alderman Tutaj,              
Alderwoman Schandel, and Mayor CoryAnn after he presented at the Mayor's Advisory Group 

meeting, May 30th at 42 Ale House.   

News & Notes  

At the St. Francis 25th Anniversary          
Memorial Day Ceremony at VeteranΩs  
Plaza, Members of the Common Council 
and Mayor CoryAnn joined MC and       
Memorial Committee member, Kathy    
Bauernfeind to acknowledge Chairman 
Richard Paradowski for his service. Other 
Members of the Memorial Committee 
who worked on the event include Dennis     
Wojecki, Ken Whalen, Randy Sisk, Al     
Richards, Kate Blair, Scott Edmonds, 
Scott Kopplin, Steve Wattawa, and     
William Moore. 



 

The St. Francis Historical Society is happy to announce the publication of 

CǊƻƳ bƻƧƻǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΣ CǊƻƳ {ŜǧƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ /ƛǘȅ: tŀǊǘ нΣ ¢ƘŜ 9ŀǊƭȅ 

{ŜǧƭŜǊǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎΣ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ муос-мфлл by Anna Passante. It will be 

available for purchase in late August, 2017.  

The early settlers were a courageous lot, and this book documents their 

struggles to tame the land. Heavily illustrated with family photos, this is a 

must read book!  

Preorder your book now! Send $20 + $4.00 for shipping and handling to 

the St. Francis Historical Society 3400 E. Howard 53235. All proceeds will 

go to the restoration of the Lake Protestant Cemetery.  

Watch for AnnaΩs book talk coming in September. 

 

 ST. FRANCIS CONCERTS IN THE PARK 
PRESENTED BY: SF CIVIC ASSOCIATION/SF DAYS/SF LIONõS CLUB 

JUNE 22 / JUNE 29 / JULY 13 / JULY 20 / AUG. 2 / AUG 17 

 

 

Milton Vretenar Memorial Park  

Free Parking & Admission 

All Show Times are 

7:00 - 9:30 PM 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food & Beverages   

Available @ Concession Building  

Concession sales begin at 6:30 

Hamburgers / Brats / Hot Dogs /  

Chili Dogs / Nachos  /Soda / Beer / Candy 

6/22 The Now 

6/29 Road Crew 

7/13           Frogwater 

7/20 Rhythm Kings 

8/2           Wednesday - St. Francis                            

           Night Out 

           Doghouse Charlie                                 

           & Jamie Lynn 

8/17  Larry Lynne 

  NO carry-inõs permitted - concession sales help to pay for the free entertainment!  



 

Drop in for these free programs happening at the library (no registration required, unless noted): 
 
The library has a program for everyone this summer! The younger kids can join us for story time,  a dance party, and a stuffed   
animal sleepover. Teens can try their hands at bleach t-shirts or making their own ice cream. Those ages in between will have fun 
at the Mid-Kid Makers program or at one of our book clubs. Looking for a way to entertain the whole family for an afternoon? 
How about the Lego Club, one of our Thursday performers or a family movie? The details on all of these programs and more are 
available on our website at www.stfrancislibrary.org. 

Crafts for Kids of All Ages - Stop by the library anytime between 9:30 am and 1 pm on Fridays during the summer to make a craft 
(through July 28). 
 
Get Ready for the Great American Solar Eclipse Coming in August! Wednesday, July 19 @6:30 PM - Presented by Dr. Jean 
Creighton, Director of the UWM Planetarium. Free eclipse viewing glasses while supplies last. (all ages, ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ) 
 
Got a Printed Photo Mess? Thursday, July 27 @6 pm - Bring in a box of loose photos, fragile scrapbooks, photo problems, and 
more so you can get your organization questions answered right away! Also - bring 50 printed photos and weΩll scan them for you 
at no charge! Presented by  Pixologie. ({ǇŀŎŜ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ rŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ.) 
 
Movie Matinees For Adults - Adults are welcome to join us Friday afternoons at 2 PM for a free movie. Free popcorn will be      
provided. 
 
Talk to a Senior Ambassador - A Senior Ambassador is an older adult who is trained in the services, benefits and resources       
available to seniors in Milwaukee County. A Senior Ambassador is available on the first Wednesday of the month from 5 - 7 PM 
and on the third Friday of the month from 12 - 2 PM to answer your questions. bƻ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŦǊŜŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 
 
Summer Book Sale - sponsored by the Friends of St. Francis Library. Saturday, July 22 from 10 AM to 3:30 PM - Books, CDs, 
DVDs, etc. from $.25 to $1.00. Something for everyone! The Friends will also be hosting their second annual wine tasting         
fundraiser (date TBA). Tickets will be available for purchase at the library. Stop in for details. 
 
50/50 Raffle – Participate in the St. Francis LibraryΩs 30th birthday fundraiser by purchasing 50/50 raffle tickets between July 1 and 
July 31, 2017. $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00. One lucky winner will take home half of the proceeds!  
 

 
Go to www.stfrancislibrary.org to get the latest on events at St. Francis Library and to sign up for the eNewsletter.  

http://www.stfrancislibrary.org


 

Health Department News 

QUIT LINE 

Want to quit smoking or chewing       

tobacco?  Have you tried before and 

been unsuccessful?  The Wisconsin    

Tobacco Quit Line offers free, confiden-

tial, nonjudgmental coaching and        

information about how to quit.  You can 

also get a FREE starter kit of quit      

smoking medications and tips on quitting 

booklet.                                                    

CALL: 1-800-QUIT-NOW (1-800-784-

8669).  

 

BEACH MONITORING 

Beach water testing at Bay View Beach 

has begun and will continue through 

Labor Day.  The water is tested for high 

levels of E. coli bacteria.  Results             

of testing can be found at 

www.wibeaches.us. Signs are also    

posted at the beach  area. 

FOOD SAFETY 

For up to date information on recalled 

food products visit www.foodsafety.gov. 

 

RADON HOME TESTING KITS 

The St. Francis Health Department has a 

few Radon Testing kits remaining.     

Contact the Health Department at    

(414) 481-2300 x4313 to pick one up. 

After a mild winter and a very wet spring, the presence of ticks 

will be at a record high according to the Center of Disease  

Control (CDC). 

 

Several infections can occur from a tick, therefore protect 

yourself and your pets. 

 

TICK AVOIDANCE: If possible avoid wooded and bushy areas 

with high grass and lots of leaf litter since ticks prefer these 

areas.  If you go into these areas, try to stay in the center of the 

trail or path to avoid contact with overgrown grass, brush, and 

leaf litter. 

 

PERSONAL PROTECTION: Use effective tick repellents and apply 

according to label instructions.  The CDC recommends that 

adults use repellents with 20-30% deet on exposed skin and 

clothing to prevent tick bites.  (Follow label instructions.)  For 

more information see www.epa.gov/insect-repellents/find-

insect-repellent-right-you . Permetherine is also effective 

against ticks and lasts for days to weeks, but should only be 

applied to clothes and not directly to skin. 

 

Wear long sleeves, long pants, and long socks.  Tuck shirt into 

pants and pants into socks to keep ticks on the outside of 

clothing.  Wear light colored clothing to make it easier to spot 

ticks. 

 

CHECK SKIN AND REMOVE TICKS:  Perform daily tick checks 

after being outdoors, even in your own yard.  DonΩt forget your 

pets!  Carefully inspect all areas of your body, especially the  

armpits, scalp, and groin.  Take a shower or bath as soon as 

possible to wash off any ticks.  Tumble clothes in dryer on high 

heat for an hour to kill any remaining ticks. 

 

TICK REMOVAL: DonΩt use petroleum jelly, a hot match, nail 

polish remover or other products to remove a tick.  To remove, 

grasp it with a narrow-bladed tweezers as close as possible to 

skin site, and pull upward and out with a firm and steady     

tension.  Be careful not to squeeze, crush, or puncture the 

body of the tick which may contain infectious fluids.  After  

removal, thoroughly disinfect the bite site and wash your 

hands.  See or call a doctor if there is a concern about          

incomplete tick removal.  

 

Visit your doctor if you develop a rash or fever a week after 

exposure and removal of tick. 

 

TICK CONTROL:  

¶ Clear overgrown grass, brush, and leaf litter. 

¶ Use wood chips or gravel as a barrier between lawns and 

wooded area. 

¶ Mow lawns frequently and remove cut grass and leaves. 

¶ Keep tables, swing sets, play equipment, etc. away from 

woods, shrubs and tall grass.  Place in a sunny location. 

 

For additional resources on tick bite prevention, please see 

http://npic.orst.edu/pest/tick/ 

TICK-BORNE INFECTIONS 

http://www.wibeaches.us
http://www.foodsafety.gov


 

Police Department News 
The Police Department would like to remind homeowners of a few simple tips to       
protect your home. If you are leaving on vacation, remember that vacation checks can 
be requested by calling     (414) 481-2232 (press άOέ for Dispatch) or stop in the Police 
Department during business hours.  

 

When parking your vehicle, remember to lock the doors, and if you are placing          
valuables in the trunk, make sure you do so before you arrive at your destination. DonΩt 
let others see what valuables you are placing into the trunk of your vehicle.  Officers will 
be out checking vehicles as a part of our new vehicle report card program. Remember if 
you receive a  PASSING report, you can turn it  in to participate in  the monthly drawing.             

Be a good neighbor and keep a watch out for each other. If you notice anything          
suspicious, call 911 immediately and report it to the police. If you are interested in    
being a member of a neighborhood block watch, contact the police department.  

Summertime Reminders 
Rummage sale, garage sale, advertising, or other such signs 
cannot be placed on streets, sidewalks, or other public         
right-of-ways, nor can they be attached to utility poles. Illegally 
posted signs will be removed by the police department.  

City Ordinance prohibits the sale, possession, or use of illegal 
fireworks, except paper caps, snakes, and sparklers. Fines 
start at $187.00 for possession.  

Outdoor Fireplaces: (Fire Pits) City ordinance for outdoor     
fireplaces states that the fireplace shall be used according to 
the manufactures instructions. No barrel or homemade units 
are permitted. No trash, bulk papers, painted woods or the like 
are to be burned. Outdoor fireplaces shall remained covered at 
all times, and shall not be used on balconies or wood decks. 
They shall be 10 feet from any structure, and the smoke or 
fumes shall not be in such a manner as to go into any           
residence.  Outdoor fireplaces shall not be used between 12:00 
midnight and 6:00 a.m. 
Dog Walker Crime Watch Program 
Inaugural meeting to start the new program 
Meeting: June 15th at 6:30 PM    
St Francis Civic Center  
Family Movie Night at the Park 
Friday July 14th, 2017     7 PM to 10:30 PM 

Milt Vretenar Memorial Park 

4224 S. Kirkwood Ave. 

2017 National Night Out 
Wednesday August 2, 2017  

6-9:15 PM 

Milt Vretenar Memorial Park 

4224 S Kirkwood Ave 

 

We would like to thank everyone for making National Night 
Out an award winning event for many years. Last year we took 
2nd place nationally for a city with a population under 15,000, 

and we expect another award winning event for 2017. This is a 
free family oriented event sponsored by the St Francis Police 
Department to strengthen the police/community partnerships, 
and send a message that we are united in keeping our        
community safe against crime. This year you will get a chance 
to experience some of the same experiences as in the past 
along with some new and exciting attractions. The night will 
end with a spectacular fireworks display.  

Come on out to Milt Vretenar Memorial Park with your friends 
and family to meet others in the community. There will be food 
and fun for everyone. For more information, contact the          
St. Francis Police DepartmentΩs Community Resource Officers   
Kamolov or Czerniakowski.  

  

 

Safe Internet                  
Exchange Zone 
 
The St Francis Police Department 
has a designated area in the Civic 
Center parking lot for the safe    
exchange of internet related sales 
or purchases. This area is on           
24 hour video surveillance and is 
posted with signage. It is located on 
the west end of the Civic Center 
parking lot.  



 

Fire Department News 

LetΩs say goodbye to the frost and cold (at least for a little while) and enjoy the 

nice weather and time with our families that we work so hard for! But while 

weΩre making the most of our warm weather, letΩs also be careful and take a 

minute to think about safety. Not just any safety, Grill safety. 

Here are some tips to keep you and your family safe this Season of Sizzle: 
  

¶ All barbeque grills must be used outside in a well ventilated area. Confined spaces are fire 
hazards and can also put out toxic fumes dangerous to inhale. 

¶ Position the grill well away from combustible objects like buildings, fences, deck railings, and landscaping since they can easily 
ignite. 

¶ Be sure to place the grill a safe distance from outside activities like play areas and foot traffic. ItΩs best to establish a 3 foot 
perimeter around your grill. 

¶ The City of St. Francis regulates the use of grills in multiple-family dwellings by ordinance. The use of any fire or open flame is 
prohibited on any balcony above ground level, or on any ground level patio within 15 feet of the structure. 

¶ Plan ahead! The less rushing around to get things done, the safer it will be for everyone.  

 
Facts & figures: 
 

¶ According to the National Fire Protection Association, from 2009-2013, U.S. fire departments responded to an average of 
8,900 home and fires involving grills, hibachis, or barbecues per year. These fires caused an annual average of 10 civilian 
deaths, 160 civilian injuries, and $116 million in direct property damage.  Almost all of the losses were a result of structure 
fires. 

¶ More than one-quarter (27%) of the home structure fires involving grills started on a courtyard, terrace or patio, 27% started 
on an exterior balcony or open porch, and 8% started in the kitchen. 

¶ Leading causes of grill fires are failure to clean, having grills too close to flammable things, and leaving them unattended.  Gas 
grills account for more fires than charcoal grill due to their increasing popularity.  The leading cause of gas grill fires are leaks 
or breaks. 

 

More than any tool available to you, nothing can take the place of      
common sense.  Distractions donΩt just burn the food, they can cause   
injury as well.  Be safe and have fun! 

 

Police Chief Thomas Dietrich (left) and 
Firefighter Jeff Jankowski (right) were 
honored at the FBI Citizens Academy 

Alumni Association Unsung Heroes 
event on June 8th. 



 

Building Inspection News 
 

Permits 

Permits are required for the following:  

¶  New construction 

¶  Homes & additions 

¶  Garages & sheds 

¶  Pools & spas 

¶  Decks & porches 

¶  Signs 

¶  Retaining walls & fences 

¶  Fireplaces & wood burners 

¶  Structural alterations  

¶  Furnace & air conditioner           

    installations 

¶  Roof replacements, re-siding, &  

    window replacements requiring 

    opening enlargements 

¶  Basement rec rooms and bedrooms 

 

Please bring in as many details of your 

project as possible; structural details are 

required, along with dimensions, types, 

and sizes of lumber. Location of       

structures in the yard are critical as well, 

because building and zoning codes    

require certain setbacks depending on 

the project. Surveys are required for 

additions, garages, fences, or decks in 

side or front yards, and inspections are 

required for footings/foundations, rough 

frame, insulation, HVAC, electrical , and  

plumbing. On completion of any       

building, electrical, plumbing, or HVAC, 

contact the city for inspection. 

Electrical work done in the City requires 

a permit before work is started and must 

be done by a licensed electrical          

contractor. 

The owner of a single family home may 

do plumbing work such as repairs or 

alterations. Rental properties require a 

licensed plumber for repairs or           

alterations. Permits are required. Call 

the Inspection Department if you have 

questions. 

 

Thinking of Building a Deck?  

Regulations have changed, and the main 

changes are as follows:  

¶  Footing size requirements are 

    larger 

¶  Beams for joist support cannot be 

bolted to the side of posts 

¶  Attachment to house must be by 

straps or mechanical means 

¶  Angle supports are required for post 

to joists to provide lateral support 

 

Codes for decks will be in the Wisconsin 

Department of Safety and Professional 

Services Uniform Dwelling Code section 

SPS 321.225 or Appendix B & C of this 

code. These are available on the internet 

at the following web address:  

www.dsps.wi.gov/Programs/Industry-

Services/Industry-Services-Programs/

One-and-Two-Family-UDC/UDC-Admin-

Code/  or a copy of the code may be 

purchased from the city for copy fees of 

$7.50. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pools 

All pools require a permit except pools 2 

feet or less in depth which are tempo-

rary and easily removable. All pools are 

required to be located in the rear yard. 

They shall not be located within 4 feet of 

any other structure or object. Access 

shall be limited by fencing, removable or 

lockable ladders, or steps. Complete 

codes are available from the Inspection          

Department or viewable online in the 

Municipal Code. 

Parking 

Parking in residential areas is not       

allowed on grass per Municipal Code. 

Vehicles are to be parked on vegetation 

free gravel, concrete, asphalt or paving 

brick. Automobile parking is allowed in 

the rear yard not to exceed 50% of     

actual area, but not more than 6        

vehicles. Parking is allowed in the front 

yard on a driveway leading to rear or 

side yard parking. Vehicles are always to 

be parked on vegetation free gravel, 

concrete, asphalt or paving brick. 

 

Diverting water from downspouts and 

sump pumps directly onto neighboring 

property or city right of way is prohibit-

ed. Water from these sources are to be 

directed to the front or rear yard land 

and dissipated on lawn areas before 

draining onto city right of way. Exten-

sions of downspouts and sump pumps 

are allowed to be 3 feet from the front 

or rear of the building. Extensions be-

yond this require Plumbing Inspector 

approval. 

 

 

Building Inspection general office hours 

are 8 - 9 AM and 1 - 2 PM Monday to 

Friday. 
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This summer, the City of Cudahy is reconstructing S. Packard Avenue from E. Lunham Avenue south to E. Cudahy Avenue.  This 
project involves the complete reconstruction of this section of S. Packard Avenue.  The reconstruction requires that this portion 
of S. Packard Avenue be completely closed to through traffic.  There is a posted detour route which is partly in St. Francis.  The 
detour route in St. Francis is on E. Plainfield Avenue from S. Packard Avenue to S. Kingan Avenue.  The north side of E. Plainfield 
Avenue is posted άNo Parkingέ to accommodate the additional traffic and the buses that may be using the detour route.  In    
addition, persons needing to access St. Francis High School are encouraged to use E. Howard Avenue to S. Lake Drive to               
E. Lunham Avenue as an alternate route. 
 
Construction on this project began June 5, 2017 with the intersection of E. Lunham Avenue and S. Packard Avenue being closed 
June 12, 2017.  The construction is expected to be completed the week of August 21, 2017.  If you have concerns or questions 
about the construction project on S. Packard Avenue in the City of Cudahy, you can contact the City of Cudahy Engineering     
Department at 414-769-2212. 
 

The closing of the intersection of S. Packard Avenue and E. Lunham Avenue will have an impact on the St. Francis    
4th of July parade route this year only.  The parade route will be almost the same beginning on E. Howard Avenue around S. 
Lipton Avenue, then heading east to S. Packard Avenue, then heading south on S. Packard Avenue to E. Denton Avenue, then 
east to the western driveway entrance to Vretenar Memorial Park.  People wanting to be at Vretenar Memorial Park prior to or 
during the parade should come from S. Lake Drive and head west on E. Denton Avenue to the eastern driveway entrance to the 
park.  After the parade is finished, access to the park will be as it has been in the past – at the western driveway entrance.  Please 
see the map below. 

Engineering News 



 

Recycling Information  

Please recycle the following in the blue cart :  

¶ Plastic bottles and containers #1-7  

¶ Glass bottles and jars  

¶ Aluminum cans, tin or steel cans, foil, 

and pie tins  

¶ Paperboard from cereal, cracker, snack 

boxes, etc.  

¶ Paper cardboard from cartons, dairy, 

and juice containers  

¶ Flattened cardboard  

¶ Junk mail  

¶ Phone books  

¶ Magazines, newspapers, office paper 

¶ Brown paper bags  

 

Your recycling cart can be placed on the 

opposite side of the driveway from your 

garbage cart, or next to it with 2 feet of 

space between them. For alleys, place your 

recycling cart at least three (3) feet to the 

side of your garbage and as far away from 

the garage as possible without blocking the 

alley. The recycling cart must be out at the 

street or alley by 6 AM for it to be picked 

up.  

 

As of September 1, 2010, state law has 

changed in regards to the recycling of elec-

tronic equipment.  It is illegal to dispose of:  

¶ Consumer computers, consumer   

printers and printer/fax/copier/scanner 

combinations  

¶ Consumer video display devices,     

including televisions, laptop computers 

and computer monitors with displays of 

at least 7" in the longest diagonal     

direction  

¶ Computer peripherals  

¶ Fax machines  

¶ DVD players, VCR's and other video  

 players (i.e. DVR players)  

¶ Phones with video displays  

 (i.e. cell phones)  

 

When purchasing new electronics,  

discuss recycling options with the  

place of purchase. 

 

Visit the City of St. Francis web site 

for other locations to rec ycle equip-

ment.  

 

City Recycling Center  

2125 East Bolivar Avenue  

Yard Waste, Tires, Motor Oil & Vehicle  

Batteries  

*Proof of Residency Required* 

Summer Hours:  

April 1st-October 31st  

Monday 4:00-7:00 PM. Wednesday 9:30-

11:30  AM. Saturday 9:00 AM -2:00 PM 

Winter Hours:  

November 1st-March 31st  

Monday 4:00-6:00 PM. Wednesday Closed  

Saturday 11:00 AM-2:00 PM 

 

This is a self-help facility.  Accommodations 

for disabled persons are available. 

 

NOTE: Branches should be left as long as 

possible. Do not mix grass, leaves, twigs, 

branches-they are stored separately.      

Containers must weigh less than 50 pounds. 

Sod or, sod/soil mix, hay or straw are not 

yard waste and collected in the garbage.   

No root balls. 

 

Special Yard Debris Pick -ups 

Brush or tree stumps can be picked up by 

the City for a fee. Call the Engineering    

Department for more information.  

 

Storm Damage  

After a storm, large wind damaged branches 

will be picked up by the City at no cost. Call 

the Engineering Department during normal 

business hours for more information.  

 

Keep our City Streets and Alleys Clean  

Alleys overgrown with weeds/shrubs or 

cluttered with debris/trash can provide a 

habitat for mice, rats, and other vermin.  

Help keep our city beautiful by trimming 

shrubs and weeds, and taking care to      

dispose of trash. Please do not rake or place 

anything in the gutter other than leaves  

during the designated leaf collection time 

frame. It is a violation of City Municipal 

Code. 

 

 

 

Water in Basement  

If your sanitary sewer is backing up in your 

basement, this is an emergency. 

To speak to someone for assistance call 

(414) 481-2300, Monday-Friday 8AM to 4:30 

PM.  For assistance after hours or on    

weekends, call the Police Department at 

(414) 481-2232. 

 

Rainwater Runoff  

Help yourself and your neighbors prevent 

basement flooding.  Please remember it is 

illegal to connect downspouts and sump 

pumps to the sanitary sewer or the floor 

drain in your basement. 

 

Report a Spill  

Anyone witnessing the dumping or spilling of 

oil, antifreeze, or any other hazardous     

substance can report the spill to the       

Department of Natural Resources on their 

24-hour hotline at 1-800-943-0003.   

 

Household Hazardous Waste  

Household Hazardous Waste and Antifreeze 

can generally be disposed of free by visiting 

one of the year round or mobile hazardous 

waste collection sites listed below: 

 

Year -Round Drop -Off Points  

Milwaukee 

City of Milwaukee Self Help Station 

3879 W. Lincoln Avenue 

Thursday, Friday, and Saturday: 7AM ð 3PM 

Closed:  12/23, 11/24, 12/22, 12/23, 12/29, 

12/30 

 

Franklin 

Veolia Environmental Services 

10518 S. 124th Street, Franklin 

Tuesday:  11AM ð 6PM 

Saturday:  8AM ð 2PM 

Closed:  7/4, 9/2, 11/25, 12/23, 12/30 

 

Menomonee Falls 

Veolia Environmental Services 

W124N9451 Boundary Rd (124th St.) 

Monday and Wednesday:  11AM ð 6PM 

Saturday:  8AM ð 2PM 

Closed:  9/2, 9/4, 11/25, 12/23, 12/25, 12/30, 

1/1/2018 

 

For mobile sites please go to:  

www.mmsd.com/household-hazardous-

waste 

City Recycling Information 



 

Alley/Curb Service  

 

Waste Management carts (green for       

garbage, blue for recycle) shall be placed for 

collection at ground level at the alley/curb.  

Carts should not be placed in the alley right 

of way or in the street.  Carts may not be 

placed more than 24 hours prior to        

collection, and should be removed within 12 

hours after collection.  Remember that 

materials must be out by 6:00 AM on 

collection day or collection cannot be 
guaranteed.  

 

Weekly Cart Garbage Collection Items  

 

Garbage (refuse/rubbish/trash) includes food 

waste, household waste, and plant based 

fruit and vegetable waste and it must be 

properly contained in the green Waste  

Management cart. Garbage should still be 

bagged and not loose in the cart.  Garbage 

that does not fit in the cart should be saved 

for the following week. 

 

Bulk Collection Items  

 

On the last full week of the month, bulk 

collection items will be collected.  All items 

should be less than 4õ in length.  Items in-

clude: 

¶ Furniture 

¶ Sinks, tubs, toilets (w/ tank removed) 

¶ Chairs, sofas, beds, dressers, etc. 

¶ Building materials: lumber (w/ nails re-

moved or bent down) metal, pipes, etc. 

¶ Small auto parts (no oil or oil filters) 

¶ Hay or straw, stone, rocks, concrete, 

sod, sod/soil mix, or soil in containers 

(less than 80 pounds per unit) 

¶ Tree stumps, roots, or shrubs with 

intact root balls (less than 80 pounds 

per item) 

¶ Water based paint: let paint dry up 

outdoors or use absorbent (oil dry, 

kitty litter, sawdust, etc.) to soak up 

paint, and place in container for dispos-

al.  For oil based paint call (414) 225-

2066 or visit www.mmsd.com for haz-

ardous materials information.   

¶ Carpets, rolled and tied in lengths of 4õ 
or less (less than 80 pounds per item, 

please keep carpet dry) 

¶ Ashes in paper bags 

¶ Evergreen trees and wreaths (holiday 

season) 

¶ Other oversize items not banned from 

landfill 

Items Banned from Landfill  

¶ Air conditioners 

¶ Furnaces 

¶ Dehumidifiers 

¶ Water heaters 

¶ Water softeners 

¶ Dishwashers 

¶ Washers, dryers 

¶ Stoves, ovens, microwaves 

¶ Refrigerators/freezers 

¶ Electronic equipment 

 

Find information on how to recycle these 

items online: 

 

www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/recycling 

www.recyclemorewisconsin.org 

www.uwm.edu/shwec/wrmd 

www.refrigerantrecoveryinc.net 

www.appliancerecycling.net 

www.refrigerant-depot.com 

 

Missed Pick-ups 

 

If you believe you have been missed by the 

regular garbage or recycle collection 

(remember collection is subject to holiday 

adjustments), please notify Waste Manage-

ment at (888) 960-0008 Monday-Friday 8:00 

AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Special Collections  

 

If you are in need of a special collection due 

to excess of garbage or recyclable materials, 

you  may: 

¶ Call Waste Management (888) 960-

0008 for a quote. 

¶ Purchase a Bagster from a local hard-

ware store.  Instructions on collection 

are included with purchase, and there is 

a fee for collection. 

¶ Order a dumpster: a permit from the 

City of St. Francis is required to have a 

dumpster on your property or in the 

street. 

¶ Haul the excess waste to the Waste 

Management landfill located at 10712 S. 

124th Street, Franklin, WI 53132.  

(Closed - New Year's Day, Memorial 

Day, July 4th, Labor Day, Thanksgiving 

Day & Christmas Day Monday through 

Friday 7:00AM - 4:00PM, Saturday 

7:00AM - 11:00AM 

 

 

 

 

Holiday Adjustments  

 

During holiday adjustments, you must place 

your carts out the day after your regular 

pick-up day.  The remaining holiday pick

-up days for 2017 are Tuesday, July 

4th, Monday, September 4th, and 

Thursday, November 23rd.  

 

Please remember : yard waste, tires, car 

batteries, motor oil, and toxic waste must 

NOT be placed in carts for removal.  These 

items (except toxic waste) may be brought 

to the St. Francis Recycling Center.  Do not 

mix any other substance with motor oil.  

Leaving items at times other than those 

posted is not permitted.  Details for the 

Recycling Center are on listed on the      

previous page. 
 

 

 

 

 

City Garbage Information 

As a reminder: 

Fall leaf pick up by the City will begin 

September 25th.  The last day for leaf 

pick up will be November 27th. 



 

 St. Francis Recreation  
                                3680 S. Kinnickinnic Avenue  

St. Francis, WI   53235  

http://www.stfrancisschools.org/schools/recreation/  

Dedicated to providing  programs and activities for  
community involvement and growth.  Come check us out! 

John Kloppenburg, Recreation Supervisor 

jkloppe@sfsd.k12.wi.us     482-8486 

Fitness Fun!! 
Adult Open Pickleball  

Join in on the fun playing one of the fastest growing sports in the country!!  Pickleball is a fun and social game that is played on a 
badminton court with a lower net.  The sport uses a whiffle type plastic ball and a wood or composite paddle.  It is easy for      

beginners to learn and play, but at the same time can offer a fast-paced, competitive game for experienced players.                    
Join us for indoor open play!!  Bring a partner or a team.  Equipment will be provided. 

Monday evenings from 6:30 to 9:00 PM. 
 

Butts -n-Guts with Yoga  
A muscle conditioning class that targets all your lower body areas.  Tone and shape your hips, legs, gluts and core.  Finish your 
workout, releasing your tight muscles as you stretch and relax with easy to learn yoga moves.  Please bring a yoga mat to class. 

Monday evenings from 5:15 to 6:30 PM. 

More Recreation Fun!!  
Beginning, Intermediate and Advanced Judo is offered on Saturday mornings from 9:00 to 12:00. 

Water Aerobics is offered for adults on Monday and Wednesday evenings.   
5:15 - 6:00 PM  or 6:00 - 6:45 PM 

Open Swim and Lap Swimming is open on Monday and Wednesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 PM and Thursday evenings 
from 5:30 to 7:00 PM. 

Peggy Pfeffer, Recreation Secretary 

ppfeffe@sfsd.k12.wi.us     482-8484 

The St. Francis Recreation Department seeks a certified lifeguard for their pool/ gymnasium building located at Deer Creek 
Intermediate School.  Qualified candidates can call Peggy Pfeffer at (414) 482-8484 or John Kloppenburg at (414) 482-8486 for 

more information. 

Summer Cool  
Session 2:  July 3 - July 21 (8:00 AM to 4:30 PM)  

There are still spots open for Session 2!! 

Swimming, Volleyball, Soccer, Tennis, Basketball, T-Ball, Floor Hockey, Flag Football, Tech. Academy and more!  

Complete course offerings available online or at St. Francis Public Library.  

New for Fall!!  
Middle School Cross Country  

Are you a 6th through 8th grade boy or girl interested in having fun while competing on a Cross Country team? 

If so, we have information for you!!  No prior experience is necessary. 

Please contact Coach Cohen at cohenj@cudahysd.org or 

Peggy Pfeffer at ppfeffe@sfsd.k12.wi.us or (414) 482-8484 for more information. 

Sign up by September 1st.  Practice begins September 6th. 

Karate  
Our new classes will feature a warm-up session, self-defense lessons and physical conditioning such as obstacle courses, skill drills 

and òThe Mazeó.  Students can also obtain ranking by earning belts through this program. 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00 PM 

Look for all of our Fall offerings at National Night Out on August 2nd!!!  



 

The Nojoshing trailhead behind the Civic Center recently 

received new signage thanks to a MMSD program grant.  

Later this summer, an information box to house trail maps 

and brochures will be provided by Brownie Troop 10780.  

The box donation was approved by the Common Council 

at the June 6th meeting. Planning is also underway for a 

stamped concrete walkway leading to a pergola east of 

the trailhead. Part of this planning could include personal-

ized bricks or stones along the sidewalk; contact the City if 

you would be interested in this location for the purchase 

of a personalized brick or stone. 

On April 18th, the St. Francis Common Council held a public hearing and approved an Initial Planned Unit Development zoning for a 
proposed 221 unit residential apartment development on an 11 acre parcel located at 4000 South Lake Drive, owned by Bear     
Development, LLC.  The development encompasses 11 buildings and a clubhouse.  The City negotiated with the developer for the 
creation of six view corridors to the lake and a public easement through the development to access the Oak Leak Trail. On June 6th, 
the Common Council met in closed session to discuss strategy in negotiations of an agreement with Bear Development, LLC.  The 
Common Council reconvened into open session and authorized, on a split vote of 3-3 (Aldermen McSweeney, Tutaj, and Wattawa 
dissented) with Mayor St. Marie-Carls breaking the tie, to provide an incentive to Bear Development, LLC in the amount of $4.8  
million.  Bear Development, LLC will repay the incentive through guaranteed payments to Tax Incremental District 5 through 2036.  
In addition, Bear Development can earn additional incentives based on the increased assessed value of the proposed $24M         
development on an annual basis.     

EHLERS, the CityΩs financial advisor will assist in the 
financing of the incentive to ensure that there is no 
impact to the City residents and taxpayers in      
support of the development.  To begin construction 
on the project, Bear Development, LLC still needs 
to complete a Detailed Planned Unit  Development 
application to be approved by the Planning       
Commission and the Common Council. 

Å 

Also on June 6th, the Common Council unanimously 
approved the recommendation of the Community 
Development Authority to sell the former DF     
building located at 2517 E. Norwich Avenue to  
Zimmers Landscaping, LLC.  The City had purchased 
the property from Milwaukee County after the 
County acquired it through tax foreclosure.  The 
building had remained vacant and blighted for a 
number of years.   

 

The new owner plans to complete $1.5 million of renovations to 
the building in 2018. Zimmers Landscaping will relocate their 
landscaping business to this location and may provide space for 
lease to other businesses.  The City will complete environmental 
review of the property to closure with the Wisconsin Department 
of Natural Resources in accordance with a memorandum of      
understanding with Milwaukee County in acquiring the property.  
No other incentives will be provided to the developer.  The       
Aesthetic Control Board will consider the building renovations 
and the Planning Commission and Common Council will consider 
a special use permit for the location in the future. 

Common Council Update 

4000 S. Lake Drive 

2517 E. Norwich Avenue 



 

 

 

 

City Administrator 

Mark Johnsrud 

(414) 481-2300 

Mark.Johnsrud@stfranwi.org 

 

City Clerk / Treasurer 

Anne B. Uecker, MMC/WCPC  

(414) 481-2300  

Anne.Uecker@stfranwi.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health Department 

Kathy Scott,  

Public Health Administrator  

(414) 481-2300  

SFHD@stfranwi.org  

 

Fire Department  

Nicholas Poplar, Chief 

(414) 483-4424  

Nicholas.Poplar@stfranwi.org  

 

Police Department  

Thomas Dietrich, Chief  

(414) 481-2232  

Thomas.Dietrich@stfranwi.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Building Inspector  

Craig Vretenar  

(414) 481-2300  

Craig.Vretenar@stfranwi.org  

 

Engineering Department  

Melinda Dejewski, PE  

City Engineer/Director of Public 

Works  

(414) 481-2300 

Melinda.Dejewski@stfranwi.org  

 

St. Francis Library  

4230 S. Nicholson Avenue  

(414) 481-7323  

www.stfrancislibrary.org  

 

 

 

Visit Us Online:  

www.stfranciswi.org  

 
City of St. Francis  
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St. Francis, WI  53235 
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