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Mayor Ken Tutaj Hits Ground Running  
 

Ken Tutaj was elected as the 7th Mayor of the City of 
St. Francis on March 13th.   On April 4, the Common 
Council approved the Certified Survey Map for the 
άMarinerέ residential development at 4000 South 
Lake Drive.  Mayor Tutaj signed the agreement with 
Bear Development to create the άMarinerέ develop-
ment of 221 housing units  totaling over $24 million 
dollars of guaranteed tax base for the City of St. 
Francis. άIncreasing the tax base reduces future 
property taxes for everyoneέ according to Tutaj. 
 
Mayor Tutaj has started to set priorities for the next 
two years. Economic growth and development is 
important to the City of St. Francis but it is more 
important to listen to the concerns of residents.  
Having worn out a pair of shoes meeting residents 
in his άdoor to doorέ campaign, Tutaj was made 
aware that people were upset with the status quo. 
 
άPeople are looking for less government intrusion into their livesέ according to Tutaj.  άSimpler is 
betterέ was a common theme.  άProtecting our heritage, so we are not like other communities, 
makes us unique on the South Shore, and most people are proud to be a part of our community. ά 
 
Mayor Tutaj is setting goals for the City to add stability to the budget.  The years of up and down 
taxes due to assessment changes or new building debt service should be avoided.  Future growth 
will slowly reduce tax burdens for many of our homeowners. άWe have to look out for our elderly 
homeowners on fixed incomesέ stated Tutaj. 
 
In addition, Mayor Tutaj has set an initiative to eliminate the widely unpopular parking permit 
system in St. Francis.  άResidents should not have to pay to park on a City streetέ expressed Tutaj.  
His goal is to eliminate requiring a parking permit for overnight parking as of January 1st, 2019. 
 
We need to work together as a community.  Partnering with long standing organizations such as 
the St. Francis Civic Association and the St. Francis Lions Club sets us apart from other              
communities in support of our award winning National Night Out, Music in Vretenar Park, and St. 
Francis Days. 
 
άThe City needs to reinvest in public safety,έ stated Tutaj.   The St. Francis Fire department will 
replace a 1994 fire engine by bringing on line a new Pierce PUC Rescue Pumper fire engine in 
2018.  The City also added one additional firefighter this year to better meet 911 dispatch          
response within the City.   The Police department will bring on line a Polaris Utility Terrain Vehicle 
(UTV) this summer.   άAggressive community policing and crime prevention by the St. Francis    
Police  department only showcases why St. Francis remains one of the safest cities in Wisconsin,έ          
explained Tutaj.     

 



 

 

 

To the people of our district that voted in the last election, thank 
you! I appreciate the support of those who voted for me, and truly 
look forward to working with those who did not.  This last election 
has been an important reminder to us all that every vote does 
count and it does make a difference! 

I am looking forward to the very busy building season we have 
scheduled for this summer, as the Bear development has just be-
gun to take shape along our lakefront. The WE Energies gas main        
replacement project is well underway, and we have the removal of 
Brust Avenue from Bolivar to Whitnall Avenue scheduled to be   
completed before fall.  

I would like to remind you to contact me if you ever have any                 
questions or concerns.  I can be reached on my home phone at 
(414) 481-7033 or on my cell: (414) 758-9932.  IΩm also available via 
email  at wattawas@stfranwi.org 

 I hope you have safe and enjoyable summer! 

 Respectfully, 

 

 Steven D. Wattawa - District 1 Alderperson 

District 1 

It is time to enjoy the outside activities from mowing and planting to 
concerts in the park, Summerfest, and other local events.  It is also 
the time to show St. Francis Pride by being a good neighbor and 
helping others when and where our capabilities and talents can be of 
assistance. 

I thank all who have taken time to come to meetings, ask questions, 
or have contacted me with issues.  Your voices and concerns are my 
highest priority in being a good steward for our City.  I humbly thank 
all citizen committee members and volunteers who donate their 
time and/or financial support of different events for our city.  If    
anyone is interested in becoming more involved with our communi-
ty, please contact Mayor Tutaj or me. 

Our Beautification Committee is offering a new Annual Sponsorship 
program for the flower beds and pots around the city.  Businesses, 
nonprofit organizations, and citizens are invited to apply and select 
from the different sites.  Please contact me for further info if         
interested in assisting in beautifying our city.  All sponsors will be 
recognized at sites and in an upcoming newsletter.  

I sincerely encourage anyone to contact me at any time (by phone, 
email, or even to stop by) if you have any questions, concerns, or 
would like to hear any info of what is going on in the city meetings or 
other events.  It is my privilege and honor to serve our great citizens. 

Have a safe and great Summer! 

Janis Schandel - District 1 Alderperson 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Parade - 10 AM 

¶ Ice cream @ Vretenar Park 
 Immediately following parade 

¶ Petting Zoo  
 Immediately following parade  
 until 4pm 

¶ Concessions - 11 AMñ9 PM 

¶ Opening Ceremony - 11 AM 

¶ Dance Off - 11:30 AM-12:30 PM 

¶ Inflatables - (Ages 4-10) 12 PM-5 PM 

¶ LJ & Bill w/Roi Evans, an acoustic duo       
 - 12:30-3:30 PM 

¶ 76 Juliet Band - 5:30-9:15 PM 

CONCESSONS AVAILABLE THROUGHOUT THE DAY AT FAMILY  AFFORDABLE PRICES  

Please leave your grills and coolers at home! 

Proceeds go towards future 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATIONS Å ALL EVENTS SPONSORED BY THE CITY OF ST. FRANCIS & LOCAL BUSINESSES  

All times are approximate and subject to change.  

NO MORE RUMMAGE SALE PERMITS! 
At the Common Council meeting on June 5, 2018, the Council voted 

to discontinue permits and fees for rummage sales. 

 

Many parts of the code concerning rummages have not changed: 

¶ You may conduct rummage sales 4 times per year as in the 

past, but there will no longer be a fee for them 

¶ Rummages may only be conducted for 4 consecutive days at a 

time 

¶ Only personal property is allowed to be sold 

¶ Hours of rummage sales shall be between the hours of 8:00 AM 

and 8:00 PM 

¶ Signage for sales may not be placed in the right-of-way or on 

public lands 

¶ Signs may only be displayed for 5 days, and must be removed 

within 24 hours of the end of a rummage sale 

mailto:wattawas@stfranwi.org


 

 Did you know ? 
 
 

... The surrounding area of St. Francis was occupied by the Chippewa, Deer Creek, Ottawa, and  
Potawatomi tribes in the early 1800's? 
 
... The St. Francis High School sits on a hill that was the 1840's farm of George Wentworth 
(Wentworth Ave., Bay View) and Sylvia Packard (Packard Ave., Cudahy)? 
 
... Kinnickinnic Avenue (commonly called "KK") was called Chicago Road until 1865.  The street 
was named for the river that it led to, and the riverΩs name came from a Native American word for a 
mixture of plants 
 

These and many other fun historical facts - and the stories behind them - are awaiting you at the St. Francis 
Historical Society. 

 
Become a member-supporter and receive the quarterly newsletter.   
Visit the displays in the Rotunda and the Civic Center.  Log on to the Society's Facebook page or website! 
 

 
 

(414) 316-4391 
st.francishistoricalsociety@gmail.com   

stfranciswihistoricalsociety.org 

The St. Francis Recreation Department is offering 
two three week sessions of Summer Cool classes 
for students.  The first session starts June 12th 
and runs thru June 29th, and the second session 
starts July 2nd and runs thru July 20th with July 
4th off.  
 
Additionally, we are offering a variety of adult 
classes to help maintain fitness throughout the 
summer.  Are you interested in  renting out the pool 
or the gym for a birthday party? Give us a call or 
visit our website:   
www.stfrancisschools.org/schools/recreation/index.cfm 

 

 District 2 

Thank you for giving me with the opportunity to serve the residents 
of the 2nd District for the past 14 years as your alderman.  What I 
have learned from my time on the St. Francis Common Council is 
that issues come and go.  Sometimes we all agree and other times 
we agree to disagree, but we always put St. Francis first. 

Family is important to me.  My wife Jackie and I have enjoyed     
raising our family here in St. Francis.  Schools, convenience, and 
public    safety makes St. Francis a great place to raise a family.  We 
all look out for each other in making St. Francis a better place. 

Nothing stays the same.  Change is happening all around us, but itΩs 
how we manage change that sets us apart.  Sometimes it happens 
quickly and other times it happens slowly but it still occurs.  This is 
the reason why I remain committed as your alderman.  ItΩs listening 
to your comments and your concerns that has allowed me to put 
your views first toward positive change in our community. 

I look forward to hearing from you.  Together we can make a     
difference! 

I am available via e-mail at bricknerd@stfranwi.org or give me a 
call.   The best time to reach me is in the afternoon after 2:30 PM at     
(414) 482-0514. 

Don Brickner - Council President, District 2 Alderperson 
 

 

Thank you for supporting your new District 2 St. Francis Alderman!  
Many residents have reported concerns, most have been addressed 
in timely manner with the assistance of our City Hall team.  True to 
my spring campaign trail, three elevated community concerns exist: 

First, a recent update from City leadership indicates progress at Mid 
America Steel Drum – including improving processes at the plant 
and relations between our City and the company.   

Second, with thanks to School Superintendent Blake Peuse and    
Director of Finance & Operations Jonathan Mitchell, the School    
District Facilities Study and recently held Community Meeting is 
helping  a complex decision making process to be more transparent 
with the input and values of the community. 

Last, I have attended two meetings of the Library board – once as a 
citizen and once as Library Board member.  There is a great deal of 
passion for the topic of holiday decorations at the Library.           
Ultimately, public input was presented in citizen comments, and a 
formal policy needs to be collaboratively developed with active 
community involvement. 

Through these concerns, residents advocating for a voice are     
sometimes met with resistance by other residents, and                   
non-residents, condemning others for speaking and often             
discounting their opinions.  Our community deserves better and  itΩs 
time for   positive change and for all to be heard!  As your Alderman 
I am   available and listening.  Respectfully,  

Shawn Feirer - District 2 Alderperson 

mailto:bricknerd@stfranwi.org


 

 District 3 

 

I hope you had a wonderful Memorial Day, and that the start of 
your summer is going well!  A change in seasons is a great time to 
reflect on the achievements weΩve accomplished and on the        
challenges that lie ahead.   

I am excited for what our future holds.  Recently, I was asked to 
help present scholarships and awards to the senior class of             
St. Francis High School.  The achievements of our young adults in 
this city is   truly amazing.  I wish the best to the class of 2018! 

I am also excited to announce that the official groundbreaking for 
the Bear development, The Mariner, on the lakefront is scheduled 
in the next few weeks!  The hard work of Bear, the Council, and the 
citizens has already made this development a success and we look 
forward to welcoming many new residents to the community when 
the development is complete.   

Thank you all for your engagement and support as I begin my       
aldermanic term.  I wish everyone a great summer! 

Matt Damon—District 3 Alderperson 

 

A warm THANK YOU to all who have supported me thus far, and 

those who continue to give me such valuable advice and wisdom, 

since being appointed as your 3rd District Alderman this past April.  

I have had the opportunity of meeting many of you the past few 
months during my campaign, as well as through Facebook.  Your   
insight and passion has given me an even greater desire to represent 
this community well.   

NOW is an exciting time for Saint Francis! With a refreshed Common 
Council and a new Mayor, there comes NEW vision and NEW        
opportunities for growth and development. While I want to move 
this great City forward, it is very important for me to maintain its 
traditions, beauty, and charm.  

I have been married to my beautiful wife, Melissa, for 8 years.  We 
live on East Waterford Avenue with our fur babies.  Together, we 
both serve on the 4th of July Commission, and really hope you will 
enjoy what's in store for the parade and park festivities this coming 
July!  In our free time we love doing DIY projects, camping, and     
entertaining.  With that said, we look forward to opening our home 
regularly to you, our neighbors.  You can bring your ideas and       
concerns to be heard, and itΩs an opportunity for you to get to know 
us on a more real, relatable level.   

My duty as your Alderman is a great privilege, and IΩm honored to 
serve this great City of Saint Francis.   

    
 God Bless! 
 Brian Drew - District 3 Alderperson  

 

 
 

St. Francis Public Library 
(414) 481-7323 

www.stfrancislibrary.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday Performers 
  

June 14 @ 1:30 pm 

Juggler Steve Girman 
  

June 21 @ 1:30 pm 

RobinΩs Dog Stars 
  

June 28 @ 1:30 pm 

Ventriloquist Chris McBrien 
  

July 12 @ 1:30 pm 

Animal Quest Entertainment 
  

July 19 @ 1:30 pm 

KohlΩs Wild Theater 
  

July 26 @ 1:30 pm 

Ardan James, 

The Animated Illusionist 
  

August 4 @ 1:30 pm 

End of Summer Party 

With Fox & Branch 

 

  Music Series  
at the Library 

  

Wednesday, June 6 @ 6 pm 

John Stanos 

 

Wednesday, June 27 @ 6 pm 

Ray Liban 

 

Wednesday, July 11 @ 6 pm 

A Classical Quartet 

 

Wednesday, July 25 @ 6 pm 

Derek Byrne 

 
Rocks Around the Block 

 
This summer the Library is hiding colorful painted 

rocks all over the city of St. Francis. If you find 

one bring it to the St. Francis Library in exchange 

for a prize. 

Share the love, one rock per child please! 

 

Summer Reading 2018 
 

We have reading programs for all ages! 

June 1 – August 11 

Stop by the Library or check our website for     

details. 

 

 

 
Find our full calendar of events, as well as the 

monthly newsletter online at our website 

www.stfrancislibrary.org. 



 

 Health Department News 

St. Francis Health Department 

3400 E. Howard Avenue 

(414)  316-4313 

FIGHT THE BITE 

Warm weather has finally arrived, and with the warm 
weather come tick and mosquito bites! 

Many people consider ticks and mosquitos to be a 
simple annoyance when enjoying outdoor activities, 
but both ticks and mosquitos can transmit illness. 
Lyme disease is spread by ticks, and West Nile virus 
by mosquitos.   

Here are a few things you can do to protect yourself 
from illnesses spread by these pests: 

¶ Use EPA approved repellent, and apply according 
to label directions 

¶ Wear light colored long-sleeved shirts and long 
pants 

¶ Use permethrin treated clothing and gear 

¶ Take steps to control ticks on pets 

¶ Check for and safely remove ticks from family and 
pets 

¶ Take steps to control mosquitoes outside your 
home 

 

Cribs for Kids 

The St. Francis and South Milwaukee Health           
Departments have partnered with CRIBS FOR KIDS 
and THE PERIOD OF PURPLE CRYING to develop 
our new Safe Sleep  Program.  Contact the Health        
Department for more information. 

 

FREE BLOOD PRESSURE CLINIC 

The 2nd Tuesday of the month, clinic is held at the         
Faircrest Apartments, 1920 E. Tripoli Avenue       
10am-11am. 

The 3rd Tuesday of the month, clinic is held at   
Thompson Meadows, 3120 E. Norwich Avenue      
9:30-10:30 AM.  These clinics are open to the public, 
with no appointment necessary. 

 

 

QUIT LINE 

Want to quit smoking or chewing tobacco?  The     
Wisconsin Tobacco Quit Line offers free, confidential, 
nonjudgmental coaching and information about how to 
quit.  Call 1-800-quit-now (1-800-784-8669) or visit 
www.WiQuitline.org click on ñclick to callò in the 
upper-right corner. Enter your phone number and hit 
ñsendò. A QUIT LINE coach will call you within 
minutes. 

 

BEACH MONITORING 

Beach water testing at Bay View Beach has begun 
and will continue until Labor Day.  The water is tested 
for levels of   E Coli bacteria.  Results of testing can 
be found on signs posted at the beach area and also 
at www.wibeaches.us  

 

FOOD SAFETY 

Food products are being recalled every day.  For up to 
date information on recalled food products visit 
www.foodsafety.gov  

 

RADON HOME TESTING KITS 

The St. Francis Health Department still has Radon 
Testing Kits.  The kits are free!  Please contact the 
Health Department to arrange a time to pick one up. 

ANIMAL WASTE 

PLEASE remember to pick up all animal waste in your 
yards as well as when you are walking your pet.  The 
waste can be bagged and placed in the garbage. 

UNWANTED MEDICATION 

Need to dispose of unwanted/unneeded medication?       
Located in the hallway of the Civic Center, outside of 
the Police Department is a blue mailbox titled 
ñMEDICATION DISPOSALò.  Please remove        
medication from containers and place in a baggy, and 
deposit in box.  Medication can be disposed 24 hours 
a day. 

 

 

After serving the City of St. Francis for 27 years on the police force, 

Chief Thomas Dietrich has retired as of June 14th, 2018. Chief Dietrich 

started with the Department in April 1991, accomplishing a lifelong 

ambition to be a police officer. Over his career Chief Dietrich rose 

through the ranks becoming a Sergeant in May 1999, a Lieutenant in 

2005, a Captain in October 2006, and Chief in September 2015.  

Chief Dietrich would like to extend his thanks to the community for 

the opportunity to serve them over the past 27 years. He would like to 

also thank current and former officers, dispatchers, and former Chiefs 

of Police for being a part of his career. άIt has truly been an honor to 

serve with such a great group of people, ά he said. 

Dietrich continued, άThere have been a lot of changes in the department over the past 27 years. In 1991, there were no       

computers in squad cars and in the department, a manual typewriter was used to write police reports. Back then there was 

never a thought that one day officers would have body cameras, and equipment like Tasers. Over the years technology has had 

a great impact on how policing is done, and IΩm sure it will continue to have an even greater impact on how the duties are    

performed in the future.έ 

In his retirement. Chief Dietrich is looking forward to being able to spend more time with family, and being able to go boating, 

hunting, and attend classic cars shows.   

Police Chief Dietrich Announces Retirement  

Sponsors for the Rodeo will include: DienleinΩs Tri City Auto Service, Carol Gostomski, Culvers, Great Clips, GregΩs TruValue, 

Hallmark, Hardees, JenΩs Sweets, KolbΩs Tree Service, Mayor Tutaj, McDonalds, MT Towing, Papa MurphyΩs Pizza, Pettis Martial 

Arts,  Pick Ωn Save, South Shore Cyclery, St. Francis Dental, Taco Bell, the Carls Family, The Dollar Store, The Gift Shoppe,        

Tobacco City, Vision Eyecare Center, & Walmart.  

http://www.WiQuitline.org
http://www.wibeaches.us
http://www.foodsafety.gov


 

 Police Department News 
Summertime Reminders 
Rummage sale, garage sale, advertising, or other such signs    
cannot be placed on streets, sidewalks, or other public right-of-
ways, nor can they be attached to utility poles. Illegally posted 
signs will be removed by the police department.  

City Ordinance prohibits the sale, possession, or use of illegal 
fireworks, except paper caps, snakes, and sparklers. Fines start 
at $187.00 for possession.  

 

Summertime Security Tips 
The Police Department would like to remind homeowners of a 
few simple tips to protect your home. If you are leaving on      
vacation, remember that vacation checks can be requested by 
calling 414-481-2232 (press άOέ for Dispatch) or stop in the     
police department during business hours.  

Be a good neighbor and keep a watch out for each other. If you 

notice anything suspicious, call 911 immediately and report it to 

the police. If you are interested in being a member of a neighbor-

hood block watch, contact the police department.  

 

 

Family Movie Night at the Park 
Friday June 29th, 2018     7 PM to 10:30 PM 

Milt Vretenar Memorial Park 

4224 S. Kirkwood Ave. 
 

Come on out to Milt Vretenar Memorial Park with your friends 
and family to meet others in the community. There will be food 
and fun for everyone. For more information, contact the St.   
Francis Police DepartmentΩs Community Resource Officers      
Kamolov or Czerniakowski.  

2018 National Night Out 
Wednesday August 1, 2018  

6-9:15 PM 

Milt Vretenar Memorial Park 

4224 S Kirkwood Ave 
 

We would like to thank everyone for making National Night Out 
an award winning event for many years. Last year we took 1st 
place nationally for a city with a population under 15,000, and 
we expect another award winning event for 2018. This is a free 
family oriented event sponsored by the St Francis Police         
Department to strengthen the police/community partnerships, 
and send a message that we are united in keeping our             
community safe against crime. This year you will get a chance to 
experience some of the same experiences as in the past along 
with some new and exciting attractions. The night will end with a 
spectacular fireworks display.  

Come on out to Milt Vretenar Memorial Park with your friends 
and family to meet others in the community. There will be food 
and fun for everyone. For more information, contact the St. Fran-
cis Police DepartmentΩs Community Resource Officers Kamolov 
or Czerniakowski.  

 

Safe Internet Exchange Zone 
 
The St Francis Police Department has a desig-
nated area in the Civic Center parking lot for 
the safe    exchange 
of internet     related 
sales or purchases. 
This area is on  24 
hour video surveil-
lance and is posted 
with  signage. It is 
located on the west 
end of the Civic    
Center parking lot.  

 

New UTV Donated to Police Department  
The Police Department is honored to receive a generous gift of a Utility Terrain 

Vehicle from the Geiger Foundation. The vehicle will be used to patrol the      

Nojoshing trail, City parks, along with patrols of the lakefront and other isolated 

areas. It has the capability to reach and rescue individuals that cannot be easily 

accessed by squad or on foot.  

 

Right: Family Movie Night 

 

Below: 2017 National Night Out 

 

 

Holiday Adjustments  

During holiday adjustments, you must place your carts out the 

day after your regular pick-up day.  The remaining holiday 

pick -up days for 2018 are Wednesday, July 4th,       

Monday, September 3th, and Thursday, November 

22nd. 

Please remember: yard waste, tires, car batteries, motor oil, 

and toxic waste must NOT be placed in carts for removal.  

These items (except toxic waste) may be brought to the       

St. Francis Recycling Center.  Do not mix any other substance 

with motor oil.  Leaving items at times other than those    

posted is not permitted.  Details for the Recycling Center are 

on listed on the previous page. 

Street Light Out  

To report a street light that is out, please call We Energies at        

(800) 662-4797 or go to the WE Energies website at www.we-

energies.com.  Click on the tab at the top labeled òOutages 

and Safetyó.  The page will then show the different types of 

outages to report.  Click on òStreet light or area light not 

workingó.  The next page will give you a button to report the 

outage online or a phone number to call.  If you choose to 

report online, click the button.  The next page will ask you for 

an address or a pole number and has a picture of the different 

tags with the pole numbers for reporting.   

Fair Housing  

The City of St. Francis is committed to promoting fair housing.  

The contact information if you have questions or concerns is 

as follows: 
 

Milwaukee HUD Field Office 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
310 West Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 950 

Milwaukee, WI 53203-2289 
Phone: (414) 297-3214 
 

Department of Work Force Development Equal Rights Division,  
Milwaukee Office 

Mailing Address:  PO Box 7997 Madison, WI 53707-7997  
Office Location:  819 N 6th St, Room 723, Milwaukee, WI 53203  
Phone: (414) 227-4384  

TTY: (414) 227-4081 
Fax: (414) 227-4084 

email: erinfo@dwd.wisconsin.gov 

DPW Information / Building Inspection 

SAFEbuilt is the Cityõs New Building Inspector 
 

St. Francis has moved in a new direction in providing inspection services.  Earlier this year the Common Council approved a 

contract with SAFEbuilt Wisconsin, LLC to provide building inspection services for the City.   

SAFEbuilt provides building inspection services and  efficient delivery of quality trained building inspectors for commercial and 

residential needs to over 700 communities of all sizes throughout the Upper Midwest.  Their goal is to provide a highly           

responsive service to residents and contractors in the need to expedite inspections and to reduce permit backlogs.  

Martin Montoya is the CityΩs Chief Building Inspector through SAFEbuilt Wisconsin, LLC.  Martin has extensive municipal          

building inspection experience, serving municipalities for over twenty years.  Services include Residential, Commercial and UDC 

Inspections.  Martin is available to provide inspections at your convenience.  All inspections scheduled by 4:00 PM will be    

completed within the next business day.   

 

If you need to speak with Martin directly, contact him by 
phone at (262) 346-4575 OR via e-mail at  

mmontoya@safebuilt.com  Martin also has office hours at 
the St. Francis Civic Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 
Noon to 3:00 PM.  

All permit applications are available at the St. Francis Civic 

Center from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.  

Most permit applications will be reviewed by the next   

business day. 

If you see Martin Montoya out and about - please welcome 

him to St. Francis! 

mailto:mmontoya@safebuilt.com


 

 

Recycling Information  

Please recycle the following in the blue cart :  

¶ Plastic bottles and containers #1-7  

¶ Glass bottles and jars  

¶ Aluminum cans, tin or steel cans, foil, and 

pie tins  

¶ Paperboard from cereal, cracker, snack 

boxes, etc.  

¶ Paper cardboard from cartons, dairy, and 

juice containers  

¶ Flattened cardboard  

¶ Junk mail  

¶ Phone books  

¶ Magazines, newspapers, office paper 

¶ Brown paper bags  

 

As of September 1, 2010, state law has 

changed in regards to the recycling of         

electronic equipment.  It is illegal to dispose of:  

¶ Consumer computers, consumer   printers 

and printer / fax / copier / scanner combi-

nations  

¶ Consumer video display devices, including 

televisions, laptop computers and comput-

er monitors with displays of at least 7" in 

the longest diagonal direction  

¶ Computer peripherals  

¶ Fax machines  

¶ DVD players, VCR's and other video  

 players (i.e. DVR players)  

¶ Phones with video displays  

 (i.e. cell phones)  

 

When purchasing new electronics, discuss 

recycling options with the  place of purchase. 

 

Visit the City of St. Francis web site for 

other locations to rec ycle equipment.  

 

City Recycling Center  

2125 East Bolivar Avenue  

Yard Waste, Tires, Motor Oil & Vehicle  

Batteries  

*Proof of Residency Required* 

 

Summer Hours:  

April 1st-October 31st  

Monday 4:00-7:00 PM. Wednesday 9:30-11:30  

AM. Saturday 9:00 AM -2:00 PM 

(Closed Holidays) 

 

Winter Hours:  

November 1st-March 31st  

Monday 4:00-6:00 PM. Wednesday Closed  

Saturday 11:00 AM-2:00 PM 

 

This is a self-help facility.  Accommodations for 

disabled persons are available.   

 

 

NOTE : Branches should be left as long as   

possible. Do not mix grass, leaves, twigs, 

branches-they are stored separately. Containers 

must weigh less than 50 pounds. Sod or, sod/

soil mix, hay or straw are not yard waste and 

collected in the garbage.   No root balls. 
 

Alley/Curb Service  

Waste Management carts (green-garbage, blue-

recycle) shall be placed for collection at ground 

level at the alley/curb.  Carts should not be 

placed in the alley right of way or in the street.  

Carts may not be placed more than 24 hours 

prior to collection, and should be removed 

within 12 hours after collection.   Remember 

that materials must be out by 6:00 AM on 

collection day or collection is not         
guaranteed.  
 

Weekly Cart Garbage Collection Items  

Garbage (refuse / rubbish / trash) includes food 

waste, household waste, and plant based fruit 

and vegetable waste and it must be properly 

contained in the green Waste Management cart. 

Garbage should still be bagged and not loose in 

the cart.  Garbage that does not fit in the cart 

should be saved for the following week. 
 

Bulk Collection Items  

On the last full week of the month, bulk collec-

tion items will be collected.  All items should be 

less than 4õ in length.  Items include: 

¶ Furniture 

¶ Sinks, tubs, toilets (w/ tank removed) 

¶ Chairs, sofas, beds, dressers, etc. 

¶ Building materials: lumber (w/ nails re-

moved or bent down) metal, pipes, etc. 

¶ Small auto parts (no oil or oil filters) 

¶ Hay or straw, stone, rocks, concrete, sod, 

sod/soil mix, or soil in containers (less than 

80 pounds per unit) 

¶ Tree stumps, roots, or shrubs with intact 

root balls (less than 80 pounds per item) 

¶ Water based paint: let paint dry up out-

doors or use absorbent (oil dry, kitty litter, 

sawdust, etc.) to soak up paint, and place in 

container for disposal.  For oil based paint 

call (414) 225-2066 or visit 

www.mmsd.com for hazardous materials 

information.   

¶ Carpets, rolled and tied in lengths of 4õ or 
less (less than 80 pounds per item, please 

keep carpet dry) 

¶ Ashes in paper bags 

¶ Evergreen trees and wreaths (holiday    

season) 

¶ Other oversize items not banned from 

landfill 

 

 

 

Items Banned from Landfill  

¶ Air conditioners 

¶ Furnaces 

¶ Dehumidifiers 

¶ Water heaters 

¶ Water softeners 

¶ Dishwashers 

¶ Washers, dryers 

¶ Stoves, ovens, microwaves 

¶ Refrigerators/freezers 

¶ Electronic equipment 
 

Find information on how to recycle these items 

online: 
 

www.dnr.wi.gov/topic/recycling 

www.recyclemorewisconsin.org 

www.uwm.edu/shwec/wrmd 

www.refrigerantrecoveryinc.net 

www.appliancerecycling.net 

www.refrigerant-depot.com 
 

Missed Pick-ups 

If you believe you have been missed by the reg-

ular garbage or recycle collection (remember 

collection is subject to holiday adjustments), 

please notify Waste Management at (888) 960-

0008 Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

 

Special Collections  

If you are in need of a special collection due to 

excess of garbage or recyclable materials, you  

may: 

¶ Call Waste Management (888) 960-0008 

for a quote. 

¶ Purchase a Bagster from a local hardware 

store.  Instructions on collection are in-

cluded with purchase, and there is a fee for 

collection. 

¶ Order a dumpster: a permit from the City 

of St. Francis is required to have a      

dumpster on your property or in the 

street. 

¶ Haul the excess waste to the Waste Man-

agement landfill located at 10712 S. 124th 

Street, Franklin, WI 53132.  (Closed - New 

Year's Day, Memorial Day, July 4th, Labor 

Day, Thanksgiving Day & Christmas Day 

Monday through Friday 7:00AM - 4:00PM, 

Saturday 7:00AM - 11:00AM 

City Garbage & Recycling Information 

 

 Fire Department News 

Alright! ItΩs springΧas long as the weather holds anyway. And since weΩre the Fire Department, we like you to have fun, but we also like you 
and your families to be safe. Honestly, I could go on and on about safety, but there are a few simple things we at the FD want you to be 
especially safe with: 
 

Grilling! 
First off, nothing tastes better than charcoal. LetΩs get that out of the way right now. It cooks more evenly and flares up less. The taste is 
second to none (unless youΩre one of those people who smoke their meat or veggies also). But there are a few key things to keep in mind: 

¶ Keep your charcoal in a dry place. ItΩs no good to you wet and it can become unsafe if it does  

¶ If you use a άchimneyέ to heat your coals, great. But if you strictly use lighter fluid, keep it out of reach of your children 

¶ After you have it lit, DONΩT spray it into the flames. The kids want to be like you. Be smart and set a good example.  Lighters and   
matches. Yeah, we still see kids playing with them. Help them by helping us keep them safe! 

¶ No grilling on balconies. ItΩs not allowed, and the worst part is it puts not just you, but your neighbors safety at stake as well. 
 

Outdoor Fireplaces!  
Thankfully, they are allowed, but there is an ordinance dictating how they are used. LetΩs all be safe so we can all keep enjoying them. 

¶ They need to be commercially constructed, not homemade. That means purchased at a store. Digging a hole and surrounding it with 
logs isnΩt a fire pit. ItΩs a hazard. 

¶ Only clean fuels are allowed. Burning your yard waste is a no-no. No leaves and no cut down bushes allowed. Clean fuel burns and   
travels up on a column of heat. Burning grass stinks and goes sideways into your neighborΩs house. 

¶ There must be an extinguishing agent at hand. Garden hoses count! So if you are going to use a fire pit, take precautions and keep an 
extinguishing device within 20 feet. 

¶ It needs to be screened in and covered at all times. Put it on a non-flammable surface and off of balconies and decks. 

¶ Keep your fireplace ten feet away from any structure or combustible material. 

¶ It needs to be attended by a person. Not a child or and certainly not a pet. A grown up. 

¶ Flames canΩt go over one foot above the top of the fireplace. No raging 
bonfires.  

¶ It cannot be used between the hours of midnight and 6 AM. Even if 
everything is done properly, if the smoke goes into a neighbors home, 
itΩs a nuisance and has to be extinguished.  

This is Municipal Ordinance #1084. Feel free to stop by and pick up a copy 
or check the City website. DonΩt leave your kids outside with the fireplace 
by themselves. All children have a natural curiosity about fire. LetΩs teach 
them the right way with respect for our safety and the safety of our   
neighbors. 

The last thing I want to mention are smoke detectors. You sure donΩt hear 

about them as often as you used to. But you sure hear them mentioned 

when thereΩs a fatality or someone loses their home. So letΩs run down the 

list: 

¶ Vacuum them weekly 

¶ Test them monthly 

¶ Replace the battery when you change your clocks 

¶ If you sleep with your door closed, there should be a smoke detector in the room 

as well as outside it.  

¶ Keep the detector at least 6 inches away from the wall when mounted on the 

ceiling and 6 inches away from the ceiling when mounted on the wall 

¶ If you want to make it easy on yourself, replace them with a detector that has a 

sealed 10 year lithium. ItΩs one less thing to worry about.  

 

Have a great SUMMER!! WeΩll see you out there! 

Left to Right: 

Lt. Jenson, D/O Duerstein, D/O Carufel, Interim Chief Poplar, D/O Kloc 



 

 Engineering News 

Emerald Ash Borer Update  
 

This summer, the City of St Francis will continue to battle the Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) with the assistance of WDNR.  The City received an 

Urban Forestry Grant for $25,000 to help fund the trunk injection of approximately 650 ash trees for protection against EAB.  In 2015 and 

2016, the City treated 774 ash trees on public property.  These ash trees require treatment for EAB every 2 to 3 years.   

As a homeowner, you will need to decide if ash trees located on your private property are worth protecting.  Otherwise, the EAB will 

eventually decide for you and could leave you with the responsibility for the dead tree removal. The cost for protection is determined by 

tree size and method of treatment. 

The EAB damages a treeΩs ability to transport food and water, leading to die back and decline.  Once the EAB infests an ash tree, if not    

treated, will die within a few years.   

Only ash (Fraxinus) trees are attacked by the Emerald Ash Borer, including white, green, black and blue.  Note that Mountain Ash is not a 

true ash and is not attacked.  Ash trees can be identified by their opposite branching pattern and compound leaves with 5 to 11 toothed 

leaflets. Symptoms of EAB in ash trees include: crown die-back and decline; S-shaped tunnels under the bark; D-shaped exit holes; larvae 

under the bark and woodpecker damage (woodpeckers eat the larvae).   

Further information on EAB can be accessed at the WI EAB website: www.emeraldashborer.wi.gov    

Homeowners concerned with conditions of an ash tree on their property, may decide to contact a tree service company they are familiar 

with or an ISA certified arborist to evaluate the tree.  A listing of certified 

arborists may be found on the Wisconsin Arborist Association website:  

http://www.waa-isa.org/ 

All St. Francis residents are asked NOT to transport firewood from St 

Francis to other locations. EAB has been confirmed in 48 of 72 Counties 

in Wisconsin and the State is quarantined. 

Currently, the alternative to EAB treatment is ash removal.  Treatment of 

selected ash trees helps to maintain tree diversity and canopy, while 

newly planted trees become established.    

The City of St Francis continues to monitor its street and park ash trees 

for EAB and evaluate for future treatment or removal.  The City stopped 

planting ash trees in 2007. 

LEAD SERVICE LINES 
 

The City of St. Francis received funding from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources Safe Drinking Water Loan Program to assist 
property owners in replacing lead water service laterals on their private property.   
 

Over the past few years, there has been a lot of information about possible issues with having a lead water service.  A water service is the 
pipe that is connected to the watermain in the street and the water meter inside the house.  There is a curb stop along this line.  The curb 
stop is approximately at the curb but can often be located between the curb and the property line.  The portion of the water service lateral 
between the watermain in the street and the curb stop is the public side of the water service lateral and is owned by the City of Milwaukee 
Water Works.  City of Milwaukee Water Works also owns and operates the water system in St. Francis.  The portion of the water service 
lateral between the curb stop and the meter in the house is the private side which is the responsibility of the property owner.   
 

The City of St. Francis obtained funding from the Wisconsin DNR to assist property owners with replacement of the lead laterals. The City 
was granted $300,000 in 2017 and has been granted an additional $150,000 in 2018 to assist property owners in replacing their private side 
lead water service lateral.  The City has reviewed the funding, trying to assist as many property owners as possible. Property owners who 
have a private side lead water service replaced by a City prequalified plumber can qualify for reimbursements up to $5,000.  (It is between 
the property owner and the prequalified plumber if payment must be made before the reimbursement is made.)  It will take between 60 
and 90 days to provide the reimbursement to the property owner.  We estimate that this funding will assist approximately 90 property 
owners. Roughly 45 property owners signed up and reimbursed from this program to date.                                                                                    
 
For more information regarding this program, please contact the Engineering Department at (414) 481-2300.  
(Additional info on our website: https://wi-stfrancis.civicplus.com/index.aspx?NID=367) 

 

  

 

Storm sewers carry rainwater and snowmelt to Lake Michigan.  This 
stormwater, together with other pollutants, is discharged without 
treatment.  Help keep Lake Michigan clean by following these      
simple tips:   

¶ Do not allow soil, leaves or grass clippings to accumulate on 
your driveway, sidewalk or in the street; 

¶ Sweep up (do not wash down) fertilizer and or soil off         
driveways and walkways; 

¶ Do not use the storm sewer for disposing of motor oil,           
antifreeze, pesticides, paints, solvents or any chemicals; 

¶ Dispose of pet wastes by flushing them down the toilet or bury 
it in the yard; 

¶ Clean up after you pet while on a walk.  It is a City ordinance. 

¶ Cut the weeds, trim the shrubs, dispose of the trash from the 
alleys.  Overgrowth provides a habitat for mice, rats, other vermin, 
as well as detracts from the overall appearance of the City. 
 

Every Drop Counts : Help Protect Lake Michigan! 
 

We each use about 65 gallons of water a day.  The water comes 
from Lake Michigan and is returned to Lake Michigan through your 
sanitary sewer lateral after being treated by the Milwaukee Metro-
politan Sewerage District Treatment Plants at either Jones Island or 
South Shore.  Many sanitary sewer laterals are old and cracked so 
that rain and/or ground water get into the sanitary sewer lateral 
especially during heavy rains.  You can help reduce the risk of      
sanitary sewer overflows and help reduce the amount of water 
used by following these tips: 
 
1. Fix Leaks.  Nationally, 14% of the water we pay for goes down 

the drain due to leaky plumbing. 
2. Reduce the amount of water used by 1/3 or more by installing 

low-flow showerheads, faucets, and toilets. 
3. Wait to do laundry until the storm passes.  Always wash in full 

loads.  New washing machines use 35-50% less water and     
energy. 

4. Take a short shower.  With a low-flow showerhead, an 8      
minute shower uses about 17 gallons of water.  A typical bath 
uses 24 gallons. 

5. Turn off the water while you brush your teeth or shave and 
save 5 gallons of water or more every morning. 

6. Keep drinking water in the refrigerator instead of running the 
faucet until the water is cool.   

7. DonΩt wash fruits and vegetables under running water, use a 
bowl instead. 

8. Before pouring water down the drain, consider other uses for it 

such as watering a plant or garden and please never use your 
toilet as a trash can. 

 
Water In Basement: 
If your sanitary sewer is backing up in your basement – this is an 
emergency.  To speak to someone call 481-2300 Monday through 
Friday between 8am and 4:30pm.  After hours or on weekends, 
call 481-2232. 
 

Pollution Reduction: 
There are many ways to help keep Lake Michigan and the             
Kinnickinnic River clean.  Property owners can use rain barrels or 
rain       gardens on their property to help reduce the amount of rain 
water that goes into the sewers and eventually to Lake Michigan or 
the Kinnickinnic River if you live on the southwest side of the City.  
Please go to  http://www.mmsd.com/gi/green-infrastructure to get       
information on rail barrels and rain gardens or to http://
swwtwater.org/ for stormwater pollution reduction initiatives.  The 
City is a partner with Sweet Water Trust.  Please remember it is 
illegal to connect downspouts and sump pumps to the sanitary  
sewer or floor drain in your basement. 
 

Report a Spill: 
Anyone witnessing the dumping or spilling of oil, antifreeze, or any 
other hazardous substance can report the spill to the Department 
of Natural Resources on their 24-hour hotline at 1-800-943-0003. 
 

2018 Fall Leaf Collection:  
The City will be collecting leaves this year starting Monday,         
September 24, 2018.  The last day to put leaves in the gutter will be 
Sunday, November 25, 2018.  The leaves are collected citywide  
beginning on one side of the City and working toward the opposite 
side.  It takes about one week during the peak of leaf collection to 
make one trip throughout the City.  Please place only leaves in the 
gutter; no branches or garden waste. 
 

Brush Estimates: 
Branches or tree stumps can be picked up by the City for a fee.     
Call 481-2300 during office hours for information. 
 

Storm Damage: 
After a storm, large, wind damaged branches will be picked up by 
the City at no cost.  Call 481-2300 during office hours for more    
information. 

http://www.emeraldashborer.wi.gov

