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The City has changed vendors to Johns Disposal Service for waste and recycling services 
from Waste Management.   
 
The contract with Waste Management expired in November of 2019.  Although the City  
requested to extend our contract under the same terms, they would only grant a 6-month 
extension.  The City decided to request  garbage and recycling service quotes from the two 
main waste/recycle haulers in our area: Waste Management and Johns Disposal Service.   
 
The Waste Management proposal removed some of the services that were provided     
under the current contract, and changed the bulk collection to a $25 service fee per item.  
The Johns Disposal Service proposal expanded the items collected curbside to include 
used motor and cooking oils, tires, and electronics - with no additional fee to the resident.  
They also proposed to allow two bulk collections per residence per month with no         
additional fee. 
 

The Common Council decided that the increase in items collected at the curb, and the     
opportunity for more frequent bulk collections was of greater benefit to the residents, and 
voted to make the change in vendors. 
 
Waste Management garbage/recycle carts will be collected at the end of June, and service 
with Johns Disposal Service will begin during the week of June 29th.   

New Garbage and Recycling Contract 



 

 NEW GARBAGE/RECYCLE SERVICE 

 
The change in garbage / recycling vendors will result in some 
changes for your weekly collection.  Some of those changes are as 
follows: 
 

Carts 
Garbage carts will now be brown and recycle carts will be green.  
Carts will be marked Johns Disposal Service, and will be dropped off 
beginning the week of June 15th.  They will be dropped off in the 
front of your property regardless of where your garbage/recycle 
collection occurs.  The location of the garbage/recycle collection 
will stay the same – either in the front or rear of your property as it 
has always been, but the carts have to be delivered to your address 
in the front of your property.  All carts will be linked to your       
address.  The Johns Disposal Service carts will not start being used 
until the week of June 29th, 2020.  If additional carts are needed, 
it will be arranged directly with Johns Disposal Service for a        
nominal fee.  When the Johns Disposal Service carts are dropped 
off, they will have additional information for you to assist with this 
transition.   
 
The carts provided by Waste Management will be collected by 
Waste Management.  The week of June 15th is a recycle week.  
Waste Management will collect both garbage and recycling, and 
after the recycling materials are collected, the recycling cart will 
also be collected by Waste Management.  During the week of June 
22nd, the garbage materials will be collected (and any bulk items 
since it is a bulk week) with the Waste Management garbage carts 
also being collected that week.   
 
Beginning the week of June 29th, 2020, you will use your Johns 
Disposal Service carts.  If you are unable to have your Waste     
Management carts out for collection by Waste Management, 
please call the City at (414) 481-2300 for information on getting the 
cart(s) collected. 
 

Garbage/Recycle Collection  
Collection days will remain the same.  (If for some reason collection 
day has to change for your address, you will be notified directly.)  
The time of collection may change; carts are to be placed at the 
curb or in the alley no later than 6 AM.  They can be placed out for 
collection 24 hours in advance and must be put back onto your 
property within 12 hours of collection.  (This is the same as it has 
been historically.)  We highly recommend that for the first several 
months of this transition, you put your garbage and recycling carts 
out for collection by 6 AM so there is less chance of your collection 
being missed.  Garbage collection will be every week and recycle 
collection will remain at every other week.   
 

Bulk Collection 
Bulk collection has changed. Each residential property now can 
have 2 bulk collections per month up to 24 collections per year.      
If you have bulk waste for collection, you will have to call Johns    
Disposal Service at (262) 473-4700 to schedule the collection.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Johns Disposal Services will keep track of the number of bulk      
collections used by each property.  Johns Disposal Service typically 
has bulk collection trucks in the area every week so it is easy for 
them to come to St. Francis and collect your bulk items. 
 
The items that can be set out for bulk collection has expanded.  In 
addition to  current items picked up, you may also include used 
motor and cooking oils, up to 8 small vehicle tires  (sedan, SUV, 
pickup trucks for example) per year, automotive antifreeze,         
appliances including air conditioners, washing machine, dryer, etc. 
and lead acid batteries. Twice per year, residents can use a bulk 
collection for the collection of one (1) electronic device such as a 
TV, computer system (monitor, tower, keyboard), VCR, DVD player, 
etc. at no additional charge.  Yard waste must still be brought to 
the City Municipal  Garage Yard Waste Recycle Center. 
 

Missed Collections 
If your garbage/recycle cart(s) is missed, you will call Johns Disposal 
Service at (262) 473-4700 and work directly with them.  They are 
local to the area and will know about the St. Francis account.   
 
The City understands that this will be a transition for everyone.  
Waste Management has been an excellent provider of service to 
the City and we cannot thank them enough for all they have done 
for our residents.  The drivers on the routes have been outstanding 
for many, many years, and the City thanks them for their service 
and wishes them well as they continue on in other communities.  
We are looking forward to the same excellent service from Johns 
Disposal Service! 
 
The City will post all of the updated garbage and recycling           
information and any additional information from Johns Disposal 
Service on the City website at www.stfranciswi.org .  If you have 
additional questions, please call the Engineering Department at 
(414) 481-2300. 

 

 



 

 

Did you know ? 

 

Beginning in the late 1870s, land was being subdivided in MilwaukeeΩs Bay View neighborhood. As          

developers created streets in these subdivisions, they chose to name some of the streets for the states. 

Some of these Bay View streets were extended into the City of St. Francis (then Town of Lake) as             

subdivisions formed post-WWII. Developer Thomas Kennan named Delaware, New York, and Pennsylvania 

streets in 1888. Illinois and Indiana streets were named and developed by Kennan in 1889.  

 

These and many other fun historical facts - and the stories behind them - are awaiting you at  the St. Francis 

Historical Society. 

 

Become a member-supporter and receive the quarterly newsletter. 

Visit the displays in the St. Francis Civic Center rotunda. Log on to the SocietyΩs Facebook page or website! 
 

 

(414) 316-4391 
st.francishistoricalsociety@gmail.com   

stfranciswihistoricalsociety.org 

 

Health Department      

Update 
 

The South Milwaukee/St. Francis 

Health Department continues to 

work on controlling the Coronavirus 

(COVID-19) global pandemic.  

Things to remember and to keep 

you safe at this time: 

 

Signs and Symptoms of COVID-19 

¶ Fever or chills 

¶ Cough 

¶ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

¶ Fatigue 

¶ Muscle or body aches 

¶ Headache 

¶ New loss of taste or smell 

¶ Sore throat 

¶ Congestion or runny nose 

¶ Nausea or vomiting 

¶ Diarrhea 

If you develop signs and symptoms, self-isolate by keeping 

your distance from others and if you are able wear a mask.  

Please contact your healthcare provider for information on 

where to get a test for COVID-19.  

 

Physical Distancing and Protective Measures 
 
¶ Maintaining physical distancing of six (6) feet between 

people not residing in a single living unit or household. 
¶ Washing hands with soap and water for at least 20        

seconds as frequently as possible or using hand sanitizer. 
¶ Covering coughs or sneezes (into the sleeve or elbow, not 

hands). 
¶ Regularly cleaning highȤtouch surfaces. 
¶ Not shaking hands. 
¶ Use of a mask or cloth face covering. 
  
bƻǘŜΥ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ Ƴŀǎƪǎ ƻǊ ŎƭƻǘƘ ŦŀŎŜ ŎƻǾŜǊƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎƭȅ  
ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ Ŝǉǳƛǘȅ 

ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ  
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǎƘƻǊǘŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ tt9Φ 

 

Gatherings 
 

¶ The recommendation is to keep mass gatherings at less 
than 10 people until there is a substantial decrease in the 
number of people testing positive. 

¶ If attending a small gathering maintain physical distance 
and use protective measures. 

 

 

 Election News 

ItΩs safe to say, the Spring Election held on April 7, 2020 was 
unlike any election we have ever experienced.  With the help 
of our Engineering, DPW, and Fire Departments, our three 
polls were condensed into one socially distanced event      
successfully held in the Fire Department equipment bay.  
Navigating such an event with so much rapidly changing    
information was challenging to say the least, but our Election 
Day was successful in no small part thanks to our dedicated 
Election Inspectors and our understanding community! 
 
The Common Council has determined that the safest way to 
conduct the remaining 2020 elections on August 11th and 
November 3rd,  is to hold them in a combined space in the 
Fire Department equipment bay as we did in April.  Set up will 
be socially distanced, and we recommend that you wear a 
mask, and bring your own black, ballpoint pen if you desire to 
vote in person.  We also appreciate your patience, as we will 
work to limit the number of voters in the space at one time. 

 

Absentee Voting 
 

The ClerkΩs Office strongly recommends absentee voting for 
2020 Elections.  The ClerkΩs Office processed more than 2,700 
absentee ballots for the April election, and after the initial 
rush of requests, our team was very efficient in getting ballots 
out to those who requested ballots by mail.  Our office is also 
open Monday through Friday from 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM for      
in-person absentee voting (also called άearly votingέύ for the 
two full weeks prior to elections:  July 27th - August 7th and 
October 19-30th.  Unregistered voters may also register to 
vote in the ClerkΩs office during this time. 
 

You may also request an absentee ballot to vote by mail.  If 
you requested a ballot for  April and provided a photo ID with 
your request, you will not be prompted to provide photo ID 
with a new request.  The fastest way to request a ballot is to 
request one online using the MyVote website: 
www.myvote.wi.gov.  
 
The MyVote website is easy to use, but if you do not use a 
computer or wish to request an absentee ballot without using 
a computer, you can provide us your request in writing.  Your 
request should contain your full name and address, and 
which election you would like a ballot for.  A copy of your 
photo ID should accompany your request.   
 
If you have any questions about registration or absentee 
voting, you may call the ClerkΩs Office at (414) 481-2300. 



 

 

Mayor Ken Tutaj Promotes 

St. Francis  
 
 

On April 7th, Ken Tutaj was re-elected Mayor of the City of    
St. Francis.   2020 has become the year of challenges.  Mayor 
Tutaj has embraced challenge by promoting St. Francis.  
Whether supporting local business during the challenge of 
COVID-19, delivering meals to our elderly, or organizing      
community support for recognition of stay at home birthday 
and graduation celebrations, his focus has been on promoting 
St. Francis.  
 
Mayor Tutaj stated, άAs challenges have gripped our world, 
we look to ourselves to promote stability.  Neighbor helping 
neighbor is what makes us St. Francis.  We need to work    
together as a community.έ   
 
άThrough adversity, the City has remained open and ready to serve.  Addressing personal needs while           
promoting public safety has been the CityΩs motto.   Maintaining public service during a pandemic has been a 
priority,έ indicated Mayor Tutaj. 
 
Mayor Tutaj is also working on future priorities.  The City needs to prepare for future growth.  άAs our        
economy returns to normal, we need to be ready to balance the needs of development with the needs of     
residents.  Updating the CityΩs CǳǘǳǊŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ, will be important.έ 
 
άLowering the real estate tax mill rate will be a top priority.έ claims Mayor Tutaj.   Development along the lake 
will increase total assessed value in the City reducing the real estate tax mill rate.  άLower taxes should benefit 
both business and residents.  However, it should benefit our elderly homeowners on a fixed income the most.έ 
according to Mayor Tutaj.  
 
Finally, public safety is vitally important to the future of St. Francis.  St. Francis typically ranks in the top 100 
safest communities in the State.  The St. Francis Fire Department is one of the most respected small            
community fire departments in Milwaukee County providing emergency medical and fire response second to 
none.  The St. Francis Fire Department is working to upgrade ambulance services to provide paramedic care in 
the future.  The St. Francis Police Department continues to keep our residents safe with outstanding dispatch 
times, ensuring swift response to any need.  άThe St. Francis Police will be adding to our K-9 unit in the near 
future.  Stay tuned for announcement of our newest K-9 additionέΣ states Mayor Tutaj. 
 
Reach out to Mayor Ken Tutaj by phone at (414) 316-4323, e-mail at ken.tutaj@stfranwi.org , or on Facebook 
at Ken Tutaj – Mayor of St. Francis.       
 
 

Mayor  

 

 

City Yard Waste Recycling Center  

2125 East Bolivar Avenue  

Yard Waste Only 

Brush, branches, grass clippings, hay. 

*Proof of Residency Required* 

 

Summer Hours:  

April 1st-October 31st  

Monday 4:00-7:00 PM. 

Wednesday 9:30-11:30  AM. 

Saturday 9:00 AM -2:00 PM 

(Closed Holidays) 

 

Winter Hours:  

November 1st-March 31st  

Monday 4:00-6:00 PM. Wednesday Closed  

Saturday 11:00 AM-2:00 PM 

 

This is a self-help facility.  Accommodations for 

disabled persons are available.   

 

NOTE : Branches should be left as long as    

possible. Do not mix grass, leaves, twigs,  

branches-they are stored separately. Containers 

must weigh less than 50 pounds.  No root balls, 

sod, or dirt. 

 

SPECIAL YARD DEBRIS PICK -UPS: 

Brush or tree stumps can be picked up by the 

City for a fee. Call the Engineering Department 

for more information.  

 

STORM DAMAGE:  

After a storm, large wind damaged branches will 

be picked up by the City at no cost. Call the 

Engineering Department during normal business 

hours for more information.  

 

City Tree Planting  

The City of St. Francis has an annual tree    

planting program.  Each year, the City plants 

trees where old or damaged trees have been 

removed.  To do this, the City hires a contrac-

tor to remove the stumps by grinding them out.  

City crews then fill in the holes left by the 

ground stumps with topsoil.  We then plant the 

replacement trees.  Sometimes the replacement 

trees go in the same location and sometimes the 

location is adjusted based upon many things such 

as water lateral location, street light location, 

and other trees in the area.  If we do not replant 

a tree in the hole left by the stump removal, we 

plant seed after all the trees are planted.  We do 

this because we want the topsoil to settle a little 

bit so we can add any more soil when we plant 

the seed.  We then provide a notice to the 

property with   instructions on how to care for 

the tree or grass seed.  Please remember to 

mow the areas that are seeded.  If an area needs 

more seed, please call the City.  

 

Department of Public Works Information  

Open Housing 
 
Section 106.50 of the Wisconsin Statutes, entitled άOpen housing,έ makes it illegal to 
unlawfully discriminate in housing.  άDiscriminateέ for purposes of the Open Housing 
statute means to segregate, separate, exclude, or treat a person or class of persons 
unequally in a manner described in Section 106.50(2), (2m), or (2r) because of sex, 
race, color, sexual orientation, disability, religion, national origin, marital status, family 
status, status as a victim of domestic abuse, sexual assault, or stalking, lawful source of 
income, age, or ancestry. 
 
Section 106.50 lists a number of discriminatory acts that are prohibited under the 
Open Housing law.  For example, it is illegal to discriminate: 
 

¶ By refusing to sell, rent, finance or contract to construct housing or by refusing to 
negotiate or discuss terms; 

¶ By falsely representing that housing is unavailable for inspection, rental or sale; 
and 
By refusing to renew a lease, causing the eviction of a tenant from rental housing or 
engaging in the harassment of a tenant. 
 
The City of St. Francis has adopted Section 106.50 and made it part of the City Code of 
Ordinances.  A copy of the CityΩs ordinance may be obtained at City Hall or by calling 
(414) 481-2300. 
 
The City will initially attempt to resolve discrimination complaints.  If an acceptable 
resolution for both parties is not reached, the City may issue a citation or forward the 
complaint and any findings to appropriate state and federal agencies. 
 
In addition to contacting the City, an individual can pursue complaints under both 
state and federal fair housing laws.  Under WisconsinΩs Open Housing Law, a person 
has one year after the act of discrimination occurred or ended to file a complaint with 
the State of Wisconsin Equal Rights Division (ERD) of the Department of Workforce 
Development.  A victim of discrimination also has one year after the alleged violation 
occurred or ended to file a civil action (lawsuit) for violation of the Open Housing law, 
however, the time period is tolled while an administrative proceeding under the Open 
Housing law is pending.  Additional information concerning WisconsinΩs Open Housing 
law and how to file a complaint, may be obtained from the Department of Workforce 
Development (www.dwd.wisconsin.gov).  
 
Discrimination is also prohibited under federal law. A compliant may be filed with the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) regarding discrimination      
prohibited under the 1968 Federal Fair Housing Act (FFHA).  Additional information 
concerning the Fair Housing Act and the complaint process utilized by HUD may be 
obtained at www.hud.gov.   
 
Additional contact telephone numbers for complaint include the Metropolitan Mil-
waukee Fair Housing Council (414) 278-1240, the United States Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development (414) 297-3214 ext. 8300 or 8301, or the State of Wiscon-
sin Equal Rights Division (414) 227-4384. 
 
 

mailto:ken.tutaj@stfranwi.org
http://www.dwd.wisconsin.gov
http://www.hud.gov


 

 

Alley/Curb Service 
Johns Disposal Service carts (brown-
garbage, green-recycle) shall be placed 
for collection at ground level at the alley/
curb.  Carts should not be placed in the 
alley right of way or in the street.  Carts 
may not be placed more than 24 hours 
prior to collection, and should be          
removed within 12 hours after collection.       
Remember that materials must be out 
by 6:00 AM on collection day or collec-
tion is not guaranteed.  
 
Weekly Cart Garbage Collection Items 
Garbage (refuse / rubbish / trash)        
includes food waste, household waste, 
and plant based fruit and vegetable 
waste and it must be properly contained 
in the BROWN Johns Disposal Service 
cart. Garbage should still be bagged and 
not loose in the cart.  Garbage that does 
not fit in the cart should be saved for the 
following week. 
 
Bulk Collection Items 
Each residential property is allowed 2 
bulk   collections per month up to 24 
bulk collections per year. You must call 
Johns Disposal Service at (262) 473-4700 
to schedule your bulk collection.  The      
following items can be set out for bulk 
collection: 
¶ Additional bagged garbage and/or 

recycling 
¶ Automotive batteries 
¶ Used motor and cooking oil 
¶ Non-commercial vehicle tires - 2 per 

month up to 8 per year per residence 
¶ Sinks, tubs, toilets (w/ tank removed) 
¶ Furniture, chairs, sofas, beds,     

dressers, etc. 
¶ Appliances such as refrigerators, 

washers, dryers. 
¶ Building materials: lumber (w/ nails       

removed or bent down) metal, pipes, 
etc. 

¶ Small auto parts (empty of all liquids) 
¶ Water based paint: let paint dry up      

outdoors or use absorbent (oil dry, 
kitty litter, sawdust, etc.) to soak up 

paint, and place in container for   
disposal.  For oil based paint call 
(414) 225-2066 or visit 
www.mmsd.com for hazardous    
materials information.   

¶ Carpets, rolled and tied in lengths of 
пΩ or less (less than 60 pounds per 
item, please keep carpet dry) 

¶ Ashes in paper bags 
¶ Evergreen trees and wreaths 

(holiday    season) 
¶ Other oversize items not banned 

from landfill 
 
Curbside Electronics Collection 
Each property is allowed up to 2        
electronic collections per year.  They are 
counted as one bulk collection. Only one 
electronic item can be collected such as 
one TV or one computer system 
(keyboard, monitor, tower). 
 
 
Recycling Information 
Please recycle the following in the 
GREEN cart:  
¶ Plastic bottles and containers #1-7  
¶ Glass bottles and jars  
¶ Aluminum cans, tin or steel cans, foil, 

and pie tins  
¶ Paperboard from cereal, cracker, 

snack boxes, etc.  
¶ Paper cardboard from cartons, dairy, 

and juice containers  
¶ Flattened cardboard  
¶ Junk mail  
¶ Phone books  
¶ Magazines, newspapers, office paper 
¶ Brown paper bags  
 
Missed Pick-ups 
If you believe you have been missed by 
the regular garbage or recycle collection 
(remember collection is subject to       
holiday adjustments), please notify Johns 
Disposal Service at (262) 473-4700        
Monday-Friday 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 
 
 
 

Special Collections 
If you are in need of a special collection 
due to excess of garbage or recyclable 
materials, you  may: 
¶ Call Johns Disposal Service (262) 473-

4700 for a quote. 
¶ Purchase a Bagster from a local    

hardware store.  Instructions on    
collection are included with           
purchase, and there is a fee for     
collection. 

¶ Order a dumpster: a permit from the 
City of St. Francis is required to have 
a dumpster on your property or in 
the street. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items Banned from Landfill 
¶ Air conditioners 
¶ Furnaces 
¶ Dehumidifiers 
¶ Water heaters 
¶ Water softeners 
¶ Dishwashers 
¶ Washers, dryers 
¶ Stoves, ovens, microwaves 
¶ Refrigerators/freezers 
¶ Electronic equipment 
 
Find information on how to recycle these 
items:   

Contact Johns Disposal Service             
(262) 473-4700. 

 

 

NEW!!! City Garbage & Recycling Information 

 

 

Hello fellow citizens of St. Francis! My name is Sarah Calderon,  and I was recently elected to the 
position of Alderwoman in the 1st District. My husband John and I along with our two sons, Nick 
and Noah, have lived in St. Francis for many years. Nick and Noah both graduated from St. Francis 
High School. While they were in school, I was busy with their school activities, sports, and extra  
curricular activities, as well as working full time.  I was not at all involved in City government; 
I  simply assumed that our elected officials did their jobs, and quite frankly, I didnΩt even know what 
an alderman was!  
 
As the boys got older, I started to become more interested in how our local government works and 
began attending public meetings and doing my research. Over time, I became a citizen member of 
the Board of Public Works and Community Development Authority committees. I started to think 
about running for Alderwoman to become even more involved in some of the great things that are 
happening in our little City. With the support and encouragement of my family and close friends, I 
made the decision to run in the recent election. It was nice to get out and meet people in the  
neighborhood while I was getting signatures on my petition to get my name on the ballot. My plan 
was to continue meeting with, and getting to know people prior to the election, but unfortunately 
due to the coronavirus pandemic, Safer at Home, social distancing orders and recommendations, I 
was unable to do so. I continued to try to get my information out to you as best I could, but it was a 
challenge. And then the Election Day came...and went. Again due to the coronavirus, rules           
regarding elections had changed and we wouldnΩt know for another week what the results of any 
elections were. When April 14th finally arrived, it was so exciting to learn that due to the            
overwhelming support of my fellow citizens of District 1, I had won the election. Thank you for your 
support! 
 
I would still like to hear from you!  I am here to represent you, and your voices and opinions are important to me.  I hope to meet more of 
you in the future, as time and public health recommendations allow. In the meantime, please feel free to reach out and communicate with 
me by email or phone. If you have a question, I will help you to find the answer. If you have comments for our city leaders, please feel free 
to share them with me. If you just want to introduce yourself and say hello, please do!  
 
Sarah Calderon, District 1 Alderperson 

District 1 

 
To the residents of our 1st District. A sincere "Thank You" for allowing me to serve as your 
Alderperson. It is both an honor and a privilege that I have the utmost respect for. 
 
I hope everyone is doing well during the current pandemic. We have all had to learn the 
new normal way of life and the city has certainly made changes to the way we conduct our 
business.  I look forward to the day when we can have people in  attendance at our council 
meetings.  No one knows what the future will bring but rest assured our city has great lead-
ership that is completely prepared to handle whatever challenges the future may bring .  
 
With all of the changes and cancellations to our normally busy summer schedules, Summer 
2020 should be about reconnecting with family and friends. I also encourage everyone to 
get to know your neighbors better. St. Francis is a great  community, and great                
communities become better when neighbors know neighbors and help each other.   
 
I would like to wish everyone a safe and healthy summer. Feel free to contact me with any 
questions or concerns you might have.   
 
Respectfully,  
 
Steven D Wattawa, District 1 Alderperson 



 

 

 
 
Thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve the residents of the 2nd District for the 
past sixteen years.  As City Council President, my goal is always to listen to your                
concerns.  The City has had issues that come and go over time, but the one thing that I have 
realized is the St. Francis is still a great place to live.  People in St. Francis remain friendly 
even if they donΩt agree and neighbors always help neighbors, two traits that are getting 
harder to come by in many communities. 
 
The last six months have seen challenges to everyday life.  These are challenges that will 
make us stronger and only allow us to better appreciate the family that is around us.  Here 
in St. Francis we cherish our past but more importantly we look forward to our future.  ItΩs 
this future that drives me to represent the City to the best of my ability, the future of a 
safe, healthy community that is close to amenities and is neighborhood friendly. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you.  Together we can make a difference. 
 
I am available via e-mail at bricknerd@stfranwi.org or give me a call.  The best to reach me 
is the afternoon after 2:30 p.m. at (414) 482-0514    
 
Don Brickner, Council President / District 2 Alderperson 

Thank you for supporting me as your District 2, St. Francis Alderman! When residents report concerns, most have been addressed in timely manner 
with the prompt assistance of our City Hall team.  I always seek facts before responding to be as informative and helpful as possible.  As your           
Alderman I am available and listening.  We have accomplished many feats these past two years.  First, Mid America Steel Drum through combined 
efforts between our City and the company – installed the Regenerative Thermal Oxidizer system cleaning the exhaust air from the plant.  
 
Second, significant developments are in progress and several business additions with an estimated 
assessed value exceeding sixty million dollars:  Bear – The Mariner, Campbell Capital Group – пнлл 
On the Lake, Makerspace Village, FM Auto, The Heart Revival Center for Belonging, Dog City Hotel 
and Spa and Faklandia Brewery.  Apologies for those I have not mentioned. 
 
Third, The City coordinated efforts with elected officials, citizen board members and department 
heads developing with Ayres & Associates – KK Corners Catalytic District Development/Marketing 
Plan.  The proposed use will be an exciting addition to our community. 
 
Fourth, our St. Francis Police and Fire Departments continue to receive recognition for outstand-
ing accomplishments through shared partnership assistance and safety initiatives.  Very proud of 
the leadership and team members of these two organizations. 
 
Finally, as we face a viral pandemic of significant magnitude and racial injustice, WE MUST find 
compassion and good in our communities. It is time to put political differences aside and focus on 
the sanctity of human life. These are not unprecedented issues; both have been challenged 
throughout our history. 
 
However, history will judge how WE as a society rise to overcome these challenges today. We will 
also be judged for how we hold those in power accountable for leadership and protection for ALL. 
 
As we begin to pursue some resemblance of normalcy, please consider your words, your actions, and the impact on others in our community.  We and 
our children have been secluded from society, as our kids begin to have time with their friends be tolerant of their outdoor activities.  Please allow kids 
to be kids, and neighbors to be neighborly.  Be kind to one another. 
 
Respectfully,  
Shawn Feirer, District 2 Alderperson 

District 2 

 

  

The Library is Now Open with Limited Hours and 

Services 
As of June 8, the library has opened to the public for the following   

limited hours:  

Mon, Wed, Thu, Fri: 10am – 3pm 

 Tuesday:  2pm – 7pm 

 Saturday:  10am – 2pm 

We will continue offering curbside service during these same hours for 

those patrons that arenΩt quite ready to come back into the building. 

Check our website and Facebook page for information on changes we have made to allow everyone to practice social distancing and stay 

safe. 

 

 

New this year, the summer reading program is going virtual! 
 

Beginning June 15, the whole family can register and track their reading progress through Beanstack. Find a link on 
our website or log on to www.stfrancislibrary.beanstack.org to get started. Track your reading and earn άticketsέ 
for prize drawings all from the comfort of your own home. 
 

Paper reading logs will still be available to those who choose to stop in the library to register for the program. 
 

Adult Summer Reading Program 
Sign up, then read or listen to a book and enter to win a great prize. Each book counts as one entry. Read up to 
20 books for 20 chances to win! 

 

Youth Summer Reading Program 
Read-To-Me (Ages 0 – рύΥ Track every 15 minutes of reading or being read to. 
Mid Kid (Ages 6 – ммΣ Grades 1 – сύΥ Track every 20 minutes of reading. 
Teen (Ages 12 – муΣ Grades 7 – мнύΥ Track every 20 minutes of reading. 
 

Complete information about all of the reading programs is available on the libraryΩs website. 
 

In addition to the reading program, there are many great virtual programs being offered by the youth department.  
There are a few programs that require registration, such as our book clubs and writerΩs workshops, which will be     
conducted via Zoom. Some you can enjoy on Facebook Live, like virtual storytimes and Draw Along with Miss Jess. 
There will be 2 virtual escape rooms, a scavenger hunt, take and make kits, a StoryWalk, and other activities that you 
can try out on your own time and at your own pace. 
 
 

 
 (414) 481-7323 

www.stfrancislibrary.org 
 

Find our full calendar of events, as well as the  
monthly newsletter online at our website 

www.stfrancislibrary.org. 

mailto:bricknerd@stfranwi.org
http://www.stfrancislibrary.beanstack.org
http://www.stfrancislibrary.org


 

 Building Inspection  

As we near the summer of 2020, you may have noticed a lot of activity along the 
lakefront. The Mariner Apartment project is drawing to a close as Bear Management 
in conjunction with CMA completes the final touch ups of the 221 unit apartment     
complex located between The Landing and Park Shore.  
 

In addition to the living units, the complex houses two parking garages, club house, 
and access to the Oak Leaf trail along the lakefront. Just south of that in the 4200 
block of S. Lake Dr., The 42 On The Lake a Campbell Development, is coming out of 
the ground, and will provide a 4 story building with 236 living units, pool, fitness 
room and business center.   
 

In the past month we have had two new single family dwellings  receive occupancy 
and two more homes are breaking ground. As always, we would like to extend a 
warm welcome to those new property owners and we are glad they have decided to 
build in St. Francis!  
 

Summer is always a great time to get projects done, but remember to get your     
permits in before beginning work. Questions about projects, permits, and code    
determinations can be sent via email or phone. If you would like to suggest a subject 
topic for future newsletters, please feel free to let me know.  
 
Gary Meerschaert , Building Inspector  
Phone: (414) 316-4311 Email: Gary.Meerschaert@stfranwi.org 

Permits 
 

Permits are required for the following:  
¶New construction 
¶Homes & additions 
¶Garages & sheds 
¶Pools & spas 
¶Decks & porches 
¶Signs 
¶Retaining walls & fences 
¶Fireplaces & wood burners 
¶Structural alterations  
¶Furnace & air conditioner installations 
¶Roof replacements, re-siding, & window replacements       

requiring opening enlargements 
¶Basement rec rooms and bedrooms 
 
Please bring in as many details of your project as possible;      

structural details are required, along with dimensions, types, 

and sizes of lumber. Location of structures in the yard are  

critical as well, because building and zoning codes require   

certain setbacks depending on the project. Surveys are        

required for additions, garages, fences, or decks in side or 

front yards, and inspections are required for footings/

foundations, rough frame, insulation, HVAC, electrical , and  

plumbing. On completion of any building, electrical, plumbing, 

or HVAC, contact the City for inspection. 

 

Owners of single family dwelling may perform building, 

plumbing, HVAC and electrical work as long as they reside 

within the dwelling. Rental properties require a Wisconsin  

licensed contractor for building, electrical and plumbing      

repairs or alterations. Permits are required before any work 

can commence or are subject to additional fees if started 

without proper permits. Call the Inspection Department if you 

have questions. 

 

 

Gary Meerschaert was hired as the City Building 
Inspector last December.  He is a Master           
Electrician and Licensed Designer of Electrical   
Systems by trade, and holds 9 building, electrical, 
plumbing, and fire protection certifications in   
Wisconsin.  
 
He has been performing inspections for about 12 
years, and is presently the Secretary of the       
Electrical Inspectors Association of SE Wisconsin.  
He also sits on the code making panel for NFPA 
150 Fire and Life Safety in Animal Housing         
Facilities.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you for allowing me to serve the residents of the 3rd District and the City 
of St. Francis.  There doesnΩt seem to be any words to describe the climate in our 
communities during this time.  Between the pandemic and protests, our         
everyday lives have all changed dramatically in some way.  I am grateful to be a 
part of our small City, and am excited for what the future can hold for us. 
 
The past two years have seen changes in St. Francis.  The 3rd District has seen 
substantial residential growth, and it is nice to see the new families moving to 
our community.  The City has been proactive in supporting growth that is    
neighborhood friendly.  Development that is walkable and pedestrian friendly is 
important to the future growth along Kinnickinnic Avenue and Packard Avenue. 
 
St. Francis has so much to offer as a convenient and safe community.  My goal is 
to continue to be transparent to the residents of the 3rd District and the City 
through conscientious decisions that balance the needs of community with fiscal 
responsibility.   
 
Please donΩt hesitate to reach out to me to voice your concerns.  
 
Sincerely, 
Matt Damon, District 3 Alderperson 

District 3 

 
 

Thank you for giving me the opportunity to once again serve you as Alderwoman for the 
3rd District.   I am proud to have called St. Francis 'home" for my entire life. I want to 
help St.  Francis remain the family-friendly City that it is, and at the same time remain 
financially stable.  I Hope along with the rest of the Common Council we can promote 
more businesses to invest in St. Francis.  
    
We are in an extraordinary time that affects every one of us.   The main goal currently 
facing us is to keep our families and ourselves safe.   As a nurse,  I know how  important 
it is for us all to follow the St. Francis/South Milwaukee Health Department guidelines.  
 
I want to thank all of the City Staff in every department for their dedication and hard 
work  during the pandemic.   I would like to say thank you to all the residents of 
St.  Francis for doing your part to help stop the spread of COVID-19.  I pray you all        
remain safe!   I hope that in fall we will be back to a more normal routine and I will have 
the opportunity to meet you in person.    
 
Please feel free to contact me at Debbie.fliss@stfranwi.org or at (414) 731-8851 
 
Sincerely,  
Debbie Fliss,  District 3 Alderperson 

mailto:Debbie.fliss@stfranwi.org


 

 Police Department News 

Summertime Reminders 
 

Rummage sale, garage sale, advertising or other such signs cannot 
be placed on streets, sidewalks or other public  right-of-ways, nor 
can they be attached to utility poles. Illegally posted signs will be 
removed by the Police Department.  
 

City Ordinance prohibits the sale, possession or use of illegal        
fireworks, except paper caps, snakes and sparklers. Fines start at 
$187.00 for possession.  
 

Curfew is 11:00 PM - 5:00 AM for individuals 16 and under. Please 
make sure your children are home and safe prior to curfew. Fines 
can result for those 16 and under found out in the community after 
11:00 PM.  Again, this is for their safety! 
 

Outdoor Fireplaces  
 

Ordinance #245-9 Use of outdoor fireplaces is permitted, provided 
that: 
 
A. Such outdoor fireplace is assembled and used according to the 
manufacturer's instructions. No barrels or homemade units are            
permitted. Such shall not exceed four feet in height, width or depth. 
B. Only clean fuels are used, such as firewood. No trash, bulk papers, 
painted woods or the like are to be burned.  
C. Such outdoor fireplace shall have a screen and be covered at all 

times when in use and placed on a nonflammable surface. Outdoor      
fireplaces shall not be used on balconies, wood decks or other     
similar surfaces. 
D. An outdoor fireplace shall be located at least 10 feet from any 
structure or any combustible material while in use. 
E. An extinguishing device shall be kept within 20 feet when such 
outdoor fireplace is in use. 
F. An outdoor fireplace shall be attended by a competent person at 
all times when in use. 
G. Such outdoor fireplace shall not be used in such a manner that 
smoke or fumes go into any residences or residential dwelling units. 
H. Flames shall not exceed one foot above the fire source or           
otherwise become a safety hazard. 
I. Outdoor fireplaces shall not be used between 12:00 midnight and 
6:00 AM.  
 

Summer Security Tips 
The Police Department would like to remind homeowners of a few 
simple tips to protect your home. If you are leaving on vacation,  
remember that vacation checks can be requested by calling (414) 
481-2232 (press άOέ for Dispatch) or stop in the police department 
during business hours.  
Be a good neighbor and keep a watch out for each other. If you    
notice anything suspicious, call 911 immediately and report it to the 
police. If you are interested in being a member of a neighborhood 
block watch, contact the police department.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Movie Night at the Park 
Thursday July 23nd, 2020   *Two Showings*  6:00PM-8:00PM 

8:30PM-10:00PM  

Milt Vretenar Memorial Park (Parking Lot) 

4224 S. Kirkwood Ave. 
 
This yearΩs event will be άDrive-Inέ style, with the ability to άSocial 
Distanceέ and have the sound amplified through your vehicleΩs     
stereo or external speaker. Though not the same as sitting on the 
grass, experiencing the traditional movie night, we can still hold this 
community oriented event with safety in mind - rain or shine! (No 
Mosquitos!)  The park bathrooms will be open for the event. The 
event will be limited to 50 vehicles per movie. More information to 
come – follow us on Facebook! 

 

 

2020 National Night Out 
Wednesday August 6th, 2020  **CANCELED**  
Milt Vretnar Memorial Park 
4224 S Kirkwood Ave 
We would like to thank everyone for making National Night Out an 

award winning event for many years. The City took 1st place in 2019 

nationally for a city with a population under 15,000! Thank you to all 

of the volunteers, sponsors and our citizens that attended this     

wonderful event. This is a free family oriented event sponsored by 

the St Francis Police Department to strengthen the police/

community partnerships, and send a message that we are united in 

keeping our community safe against crime. UNFORTUNATELY, with 

safety in mind, after consulting with our City Health Administrator 

the decision was made to cancel this yearΩs event due to COVID-19. 

This was not an easy decision, but one that we believe is in the best 

interest of the community. We look forward to seeing you in 2021: 

Bigger and Better - UNITED!   

2019 

National Night Out 

 

 Fire Department News 

St. Francis Fire Department 

ISO Class 2 Rating 

The Insurance 
Service Office 
(ISO) recently 

conducted an audit of our Fire Department.  An area's ISO fire 
score is a rating that determines how well the local fire            
department can protect the community and homes within the 
community. Insurance companies use this score to help set home 
insurance rates, as a home that is less likely to be severely      
damaged or destroyed by fire is cheaper to insure.  
 
An ISO fire insurance rating, also referred to as a fire score or 
Public Protection Classification (PPC), is a score from 1 to 10 that 
indicates how well-protected your community is by the fire     
department. In the ISO rating scale, a lower number is better: 1 is 
the best possible rating, while a 10 means the fire department 
did not meet the ISO's minimum requirements. 
 
This is a rigorous testing that results in the following scoring 
breakdown: 

¶ 50% comes from the quality of the local fire department  
including staffing levels, personnel training, apparatus 
maintenance and testing, fire inspection programs, and  
proximity of the firehouse. 

¶ 40% comes from availability of water supply, including the 
prevalence of fire hydrants and how much water is available 
for putting out fires. 

¶ 10% comes from the quality of the area's emergency       
communications systems (911). 

¶ An extra 5.5% comes from community outreach, including 
fire prevention and safety courses. 

(Any area that is more than 5 driving miles from the nearest fire 
station is automatically rated a 10.) 
 
We are pleased to announce that the ISO Awarded the St. Francis 
Fire Department a Class 2 Public Protection Class (PPC) rating. 
 
St. Francis Fire DepartmentΩs Public Protection Class (PPC) survey 
improved from a Class 4 to a Class 2 effective in 2020. The new 
classification places the St. Francis Fire Department in the top 2% 
(or) one of approximately only 40 communities in the State 
of Wisconsin with a Class 2 ISO rating.  This rating also means that 
SFFD performs within the top 3% of fire departments nationwide.  

As mentioned this grading schedule plays an important role in the 
underwriting process at insurance companies. ISO documents 
state that most insurers – including the largest ones – use PPC 
information for underwriting and calculating premiums for      
residential, commercial and industrial properties. 
 
Look for the ISO Class 2 banner that will adorn the sides of our 
vehicles!  
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